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1. Title: When state‐level institutions cannot tell the whole story: An inquiry into municipal variations in quality of government 
Authors: Gissur Ó. Erlingsson, Susanne Wallman Lundåsen 
Abstract: The lion's share of comparative research on corruption, good governance, and quality of government (QoG) has been cross‐country. However, a growing body of literature has begun to explore within‐country variations observed at the subnational level regarding corruption and social trust. The existence of such variations implies that state‐level institutions are not capable of telling the entire story and that quality of subnational‐level institutions might be important determinants of within‐country variations regarding, for instance, trust. This article delves into the Swedish case, an egalitarian country that scores high in international indices on lack of corruption and social trust; hence, a “least likely case” of subnational variations in both QoG and trust. Using two unique data sets, we find variations in both municipal QoG and social trust. In line with theory, we find that “local QoG” is associated with individual levels of community trust. This finding—in a low‐corrupt, high‐trust egalitarian society—strengthens the universality of the QoG‐perspective. 
2. Title: The politics of social assistance in South Africa: How protests and electoral politics shape the Child Support Grant
Authors: Erdem Yörük, Alper Şükrü Gençer
Abstract: Since the 1990s, South Africa, like many other countries from the Global South, has provided extensive social assistance for the poor. The literature on these policies, however, is largely dominated by structuralist accounts, and it largely overlooks political factors. We conducted quantitative analyses regarding the South African flagship Child Support Grant (CSG) program and investigated how contentious and electoral political dynamics jointly shape the provision of this program. Based on a logistic regression analysis, we measured the effect of protest participation, voting preference, and their interaction on the likelihood of CSG receipt. Our analysis showed that CSG receipt is much higher among “uncontentious supporters” of ANC and “contentious nonsupporters,” as well as those who join violent protests. This lends support for our argument that CSG is being used as a tool for electoral politics and containment of unrest, providing fresh evidence for political mediation theories of social policy.
3. Title: State‐targeted grievances and resources: Protest participation during economic downturns in Latin America
Authors: Bárbara A. Zárate‐Tenorio
Abstract: This article analyzes the determinants of protest participation in Latin America. Whereas most research emphasizes grievances over resources, or vice versa, this article explains protest participation as the interaction between individuals' state‐targeted grievances and material resources. I argue that grievances and availability of material resources interact and fuel protest among individuals whose income falls close to the middle of the income distribution, but not among the poor or the rich. Whereas the scarcity of resources mitigates the politicization of grievances among the poor, the relative abundance of resources and alternative channels of political influence produces the same effect among the rich. Analysis of survey data from Latin American democracies provides strong support for these arguments.
4. Title: Is there anything Left? The politics of social spending in new democracies
Authors: Sebastian Sirén
Abstract: The evolution of public social expenditures displays divergent patterns across non‐western countries. This exploratory article argues that in order to understand the domestic sources of this divergence, institutional and structural explanations should be complemented with an actor‐oriented perspective. Analyses of the role of party politics in non‐OECD democracies, through multivariate fixed‐effect regressions using data from 46 countries between 1995 and 2015, reveals a robust positive association between shifts towards Left party government and increases in total public social expenditures, also when controlling for structural and institutional factors. This association however seems potentially conditional on sufficient levels of economic growth. While indicating an impact of partisanship, further research is arguably needed regarding the origins, organization and policy outputs of parties in more recently democratized countries, as well as regarding the conditions under which the ideological orientation of parties in government are actually consequential.
5. Title: Mitigating the negative effects of emotional labor: A study of disaster response and recovery workers after the 2010 Haiti earthquake
Authors: Alexander Kroll, Christa L. Remington, Pallavi Awasthi, N. Emel Ganapati
Abstract: One of the most pressing governance challenges around the globe is managing disasters and their underlying risk factors. Little is known about effective strategies to minimize burnout and posttraumatic stress disorder among practitioners involved in addressing this challenge, especially in countries that rely mainly on international aid agencies for the delivery of basic services to their citizens. This article draws on the emotional labor literature to identify routes addressing the negative consequences of doing response and recovery work in postdisaster contexts. Based primarily on surveys and interviews with response and recovery workers involved after the 2010 Haiti earthquake, it advances and extends previous emotional labor theory on the mitigating factors of service workers' burnout. It points to the importance of autonomy and training as well as five coping mechanisms: relying on informal support, utilizing humor, leaving work at work, decompressing alone, and rotating job positions.
6. Title: Balancing constituency and congruence: How constituency involvement affects positional congruence between organized interests and the general public
Authors: Evelien Willems, Iskander De Bruycker
Abstract: This article asks to what extent and under which conditions interest groups are congruent with public opinion. We argue that interest groups can be caught in a balancing act between engaging with their constituency on the one hand and aligning their position with the broader public on the other hand. We contribute to previous studies by arguing that the effect of interest group type on congruence is moderated by the degree to which constituencies are involved in advocacy processes and the salience of policy issues. We test these expectations by analyzing 314 media claims made by Belgian interest groups regarding 58 policy issues. The results demonstrate that citizen groups with formal members are more prone to share the position of the broader public compared to concentrated interest groups such as business associations, especially if they involve their members in advocacy activities and when issues are salient in the media.

7. Title: Policy preferences and ministerial structures: Immigrant integration governance in Western Europe, 1997–2017
Authors: Vilde Hernes
Abstract: This article tests an often‐stated assumption in the “machinery of government” literature: that government parties’ issue and policy preferences affect the ministerial structure. Using a new Dataset on Immigrant Integration Governance (DIIG) that documents the ministerial structure of immigrant integration in 16 Western European countries during 1997–2017, the analysis finds that divergence and change characterize the ministerial structure. The analysis finds that right‐oriented governments are more inclined to couple integration with immigration and justice than are left‐oriented governments, indicating different policy preferences. However, it does not find that governments with radical parties are more inclined to signal “integration” in ministerial titles. The study's comparative approach challenges the generalizability of existing knowledge on drivers of ministerial changes. Additionally, it fills a gap in current immigrant integration literature: the study of the horizontal governance structure.
8. Title: Voters' wrath? Policy change and government popularity
Authors: Christoph Arndt, Carsten Jensen, Georg Wenzelburger
Abstract: Recent research suggests that voters are bad at responding in a meaningful way to policy events when deciding for whom to vote. Voters rely on so‐called “blind retrospection”, punishing governments for events outside politicians' control. However, another core aspect of the blind retrospection perspective has not been put to the test: are voters unable to respond to policy decisions that clearly are under the politicians' control? We construct a unique large‐N dataset on legislative changes in German old age pensions and unemployment protection to see if cutbacks and expansions lead to lower/higher support for the government. Our data are exceptionally fine‐grained and allow us to track the policy‐vote link for 416 months from 1977 to 2013 with a total of 329,167 respondents. We find substantial support for the notion that voters react in a meaningful way to policy changes, but also that they can be distracted by high‐profile, extreme events.
9. Title: Mapping the black box of intraministerial organization: An analytical approach to explore structural diversity below the portfolio level
Authors: Jana Bertels, Lena Schulze‐Gabrechten
Abstract: This article explores the structural diversity of intraministerial organization over time. Based on organization theory, it proposes a generic typology for intraministerial units applicable to any hierarchically structured government organization. We empirically investigate the critical case of the German federal bureaucracy. By classifying its subunits, we analyze the longitudinal development of structural differentiation and its correspondence to denominational variety. The data stem from a novel international dataset, covering all ministries between 1980 and 2015. We find that intraministerial structure differentiates over time, across and within ministries. A stable core of traditional Weberian structure is complemented by structurally innovative intraministerial units. We conclude that the German federal bureaucracy is more diverse than suggested in previous literature. Our findings indicate that less Weberian bureaucracies are at least as structurally diverse and that more reform‐driven bureaucracies will have experienced at least as many changes in structural diversity.
10. Title: Blunt force regulation and bureaucratic control: Understanding China's war on pollution
Authors: Denise S. van der Kamp
Abstract: In the past decade, China has increasingly resorted to top‐down, “blunt force” solutions to environmental problems; officials forcibly shutter or destroy factories to reduce pollution, at immense cost to local growth and employment. Why would a high capacity state like China resort to such a costly method of pollution control? I argue that blunt force enforcement is targeted at overcoming principal–agent problems in the bureaucracy. When institutions are too weak to hold bureaucrats accountable, political leaders increase oversight by drastically reducing the number of steps and resources required to produce a regulatory outcome—resulting in blunt force measures. I illustrate this logic through case studies from China's multiyear war on pollution. Using original data on blunt force measures, I then show how localities with lower bureaucratic compliance face greater blunt force pollution enforcement. These findings reveal that when bureaucratic accountability is weak, states pay a very high cost for cleaner air.
11. Title: Information exchange networks at the climate science‐policy interface: Evidence from the Czech Republic, Finland, Ireland, and Portugal
Authors: Paul M. Wagner, Tuomas Ylä‐Anttila, Antti Gronow, Petr Ocelík, Luisa Schmidt, Ana Delicado
Abstract: Scientifically informed climate policymaking starts with the exchange of credible, salient, and legitimate scientific information between scientists and policymakers. It is therefore important to understand what explains the exchange of scientific information in national climate policymaking processes. This article applies exponential random graph models to network data from the Czech Republic, Finland, Ireland, and Portugal to investigate which types of organizations are favored sources of scientific information and whether actors obtain scientific information from those with similar beliefs as their own. Results show that scientific organizations are favored sources in all countries, while only in the Czech Republic do actors obtain scientific information from those with similar policy beliefs. These findings suggest that actors involved in climate policymaking mostly look to scientific organizations for information, but that in polarized contexts where there is a presence of influential denialists overcoming biased information exchange is a challenge.
12. Title: Corruption monitoring and the supply of politicians in China
Authors: Wenhui Yang
Abstract: Monitoring institutions are usually perceived as efficient instruments for improving governance. This article evaluates the link between corruption monitoring and the supply of politicians in nondemocracies. Using China as a case, I show that corruption monitoring pushes capable young elites away from seeking government positions. This effect may be driven by two possible mechanisms: economic returns and career prospects. Specifically, corruption investigations may reduce the expected economic returns for government officials, undermining capable young elite’ willingness and efforts to become government officials. In addition, corruption investigations may indicate that there are potential uncertainties and risks involved when taking on a political career, which reduce capable young elites’ desire to pursue a political career. The empirical analysis confirms these two mechanisms and provides unique evidence for the unintended negative impact of corruption monitoring institutions.
以下是书评：
13. Title: China's gilded age: The paradox of economic boom and vast corruption, Ang, Yuen Yuen. New York, NY: Cambridge University Press. 2020. 266 pp. $39.99 (cloth) 
Authors: Joseph Pozsgai‐Alvarez 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China's gilded age: The paradox of economic boom and vast corruption” by Yuen Yuen Ang.
14. Title: Politics for profit: Business, elections, and policymaking in Russia, Szakonyi, David. New York, NY: Cambridge University Press. 2020. 350 pp. $34.99 (paper)
Authors: Frank Vogl
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Politics for profit: Business, elections, and policymaking in Russia” by David Szakonyi.
15. Title: Network origins of the global economy: East vs. west in a complex systems perspective, Root, Hilton L. New York, NY: Cambridge University Press. 2020. 334 pp. $39.99 (cloth)
Authors: Kanishka Balasuriya
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Network origins of the global economy: East vs. west in a complex systems perspective” by Hilton L. Root.
16. Title: The origins of informality: Why the legal foundations of global governance are shifting, and why it matters, Roger, Charles B. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press. 2020. 265 pp. $74 (cloth)
Authors: Kim Moloney
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The origins of informality: Why the legal foundations of global governance are shifting, and why it matters” by Charles B. Roger.
17. Title: The deficit myth: Modern monetary theory and the birth of the people's economy, Kelton, Stephanie. New York, NY: PublicAffairs. 2020. 336 pp. $30 (cloth)
Authors: Eric Tymoigne
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The deficit myth: Modern monetary theory and the birth of the people's economy” by Stephanie Kelton.
18. Title: Pharma: Greed, lies, and the poisoning of America, Posner, Gerald Avid University Press, New York, NY, 2020. 539 pp. $21.49 (cloth)
Authors: Robin Feldman
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Pharma: Greed, lies, and the poisoning of America” by Gerald Posner.
19. Title: British think tanks after the 2008 global financial crisis, Hernando, Marcos Gonzalez Palgrave Macmillan, London, United Kingdom, 2019. 320 pp. $84.99 (cloth) Ruser, Alexander, Climate politics and the impact of think tanks: Scientific expertise in Germany and the US, New York, United States: Palgrave Macmillan. 2018. 182 pp. $149.99 (cloth).
Authors: Julien Landry
Abstract: The article reviews these books “British think tanks after the 2008 global financial crisis” by Marcos Gonzalez Hernando and “Climate politics and the impact of think tanks: Scientific expertise in Germany and the US” by Alexande Ruser.
