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1. Title: Ideological Education and Practical Training at a County Party School: Shaping Local Governance in Contemporary China 
Authors: Tian, Gang; Wen-Hsuan Tsai. 
Abstract: Under Xi Jinping, the Chinese Communist Party is concentrating efforts on the cultivation of outstanding local cadres in order to improve local governance. For this purpose, it is strengthening the functions of local Party schools that offer students both political and administrative education to create a cohort of cadres who are both “red and expert.” We discuss how this is done in terms of curriculum planning, types of classes, and the student pool, using the example of County Z Party School. We find that since the national Eighteenth Party Congress, the Central Committee has reinforced its control over local Party schools to ensure that their curriculum and the methods they use to train cadres are consistent with national Party directives, as part of Beijing’s efforts to strengthen the Party’s grassroots governance. 
2. Title: Cadre Nation: Territorial Government and the Lessons of Imperial Statecraft in Xi Jinping’s China 
Authors: Fitzgerald, John. 
Abstract: In recent years China’s Communist Party leadership has drawn attention to the lessons of imperial history for China’s modern system of cadre (ganbu) management. The Party’s focus on history draws attention to points of continuity and discontinuity between the bureaucratic systems of the empire and the People’s Republic. This article considers the historical framework of territorial government under which officials operate and the historical trajectory of bureaucratic control over territorially based communities over the longue durée, from the imperial period through the early Republic and into the People’s Republic under Xi Jinping. By approaching the Communist Party’s cadre system as a historical outgrowth of an earlier system of territorial administration, this article brings to light assumptions dating from the late imperial period that continue to underpin the exclusive power and privileges attached to the position of officials in China, which create, in effect, a nation of cadres. 
3. Title: Pressures on Chinese Judges under Xi 
Authors: He, Xin. 
Abstract: Drawing on interviews with Chinese judges, this paper reveals the major effects of judicial reforms during the past half decade. It focuses on the ramifications of a new quota and responsibility system for judges and on the strengthening of central-government controls over the judiciary. The paper differentiates between what the Party considers to be legitimate and illegitimate influences on judges, which sheds light on recent legal developments and the role of the judiciary in Chinese governance. The article finds that illegitimate influences on courts have declined palpably, but what the Party perceives to be legitimate influences have persisted and even been reinforced. More direct, comprehensive control over judges has replaced previously fragmented, multilayered mechanisms. Despite important changes, the reforms did not lead to institutional independence of Chinese judges, nor has the stature of the courts in China’s political landscape changed. 
4. Title: Serving the People, Building the Party: Social Organizations and Party Work in China's Urban Villages
Authors: Kan, Karita; Ku, Hok Bun.
Abstract: The reform era has been associated with the waning authority of the Chinese Communist Party in urban society. While existing studies have investigated the Party's self-reinvention through the incorporation into its ranks of professional groups and the new socioeconomic elite, much less attention has been given to how the Party has rebuilt its presence in neighborhoods among urban residents and migrant communities. Drawing on a case study in Kunming, this article argues that the Party has sought to deepen its territorial reach and regain political relevance by emphasizing welfare provision and service delivery at the grassroots. The rise of service-centered Party-building has seen increased co-optation of previously independent social organizations as "partners" and "collaborators" in service provision. Enrolling NGOs enables the Party to both revamp its image as a paternalistic redistributor and regain its ability to mobilize the masses through appropriating the vocabulary of participation and volunteerism that social organizations espouse. If in co-opting the professional and business elite the Party has successfully fused Party authority with market power, at the urban grassroots it has appropriated social forces to reestablish its presence and bolster its legitimacy, with important implications for the autonomy and professionalism of NGOs.
5. Title: The Politics of Moral Crisis in Contemporary China
Authors: Yunxiang Yan. 
Abstract: A moral crisis can be personal, collective, or national. It is the perception of a critical accumulation of attitudinal changes that disrupt preexisting ethical norms and behavior. Most public perceptions of a moral crisis are not shared by all the people in a society, and the contents of moral crises also shift over time due to ongoing changes in social conditions and subjective perspectives. The differences, tensions, and conflicts underpinning recurrent public discourses over morality constitute the politics of moral crisis. This article first sketches the social conditions and moral premises in the 1970s that set the stage for radical changes in attitudinal perspectives in the post-Mao era, examines in particular the value shift toward a more individualistic morality in the 1980s, and contends that the Chinese understanding of Western individualism as a doctrine of egotism helped plant the seeds of public perceptions of moral crisis. The final section unpacks five perceived types of moral crises and points out the politics in each, highlighting the centrally important role of the Party-state in shaping China’s moral landscape. An examination of these moral crises provides a unique angle to understand the complexity of social transformation and political constraints in post-Mao China. 
6. Title: When Ghosts Appear: Migrant Workers, Fears of Haunting, and Moral Negotiation in a Chinese Electronics Factory
Authors: Fang, I-Chieh.
Abstract: This article discusses the haunting of a factory in Shenzhen, China. The haunting coincided with the 2008 global financial crisis that resulted in a decline in factory orders, leaving the workers, mostly migrants from the countryside, idle. With the appearance of ghosts, the workers found a cultural language that indirectly expressed their anxiety about future undisclosed measures to restructure the factory. In the end, the factory owner was forced to come forward to deal with the ghosts by performing a customary folk ritual. Starting from this scenario, it will be shown how claiming to see ghosts constitutes a political act and reveals practices within a modern factory that engage in a "moral economy" mutuality between management and workers. Through this, people in the factory gained bargaining power built upon reciprocity and social debts and were able to articulate their concerns using a supernatural system of meaning. By way of the ghost panic, they created room for corrective action even in a difficult situation.
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7. Title: Chinese Discourses On Happiness
Authors: Yan, Yunxiang.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Chinese Discourses On Happiness” by Gerda Wielander.
8. Title: Philanthropy for Health in China
Authors: Fitzgerald, John.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Philanthropy for Health in China” by Jennifer Ryan, Lincoln C. Chen.
9. Title: Everyday Masculinities in Twenty-First-Century China: The Making of Able-Responsible Men
Authors: Louie, Kam.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Everyday Masculinities in Twenty-First-Century China: The Making of Able-Responsible Men” by Magdalena Wong. 
10. Title: Residency, Class, and Community in the Contemporary Chinese City
Authors: Tang, Beibei.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Residency, Class, and Community in the Contemporary Chinese City” by William Hurst.
11. Title: Claiming Homes: Confronting Domicide in Rural China
Authors: Wu, Yi.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Claiming Homes: Confronting Domicide in Rural China” by Charlotte Bruckermann.
12. Title: The Land Question in China: Agrarian Capitalism, Industrious Revolution, and East Asian Development
Authors: Reilly, Wuna.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Land Question in China: Agrarian Capitalism, Industrious Revolution, and East Asian Development” by Shaohua Zhan.
13. Title: Activating China: Local Actors, Foreign Influence, and State Response
Authors: Harris, Peter.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Activating China: Local Actors, Foreign Influence, and State Response” by Setsuko Matsuzawa.
14. Title: Borderland Memories: Searching for Historical Identity in Post-Mao China
Authors: Wemheuer, Felix.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Borderland Memories: Searching for Historical Identity in Post-Mao China” by Martin T. Fromm.
15. Title: China in the Global Political Economy: From Developmental to Entrepreneurial
Authors: Zhu, Zhiqun.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China in the Global Political Economy: From Developmental to Entrepreneurial” by Gordon C.K. Cheung.
16. Title: The State Strikes Back: The End of Economic Reform in China?
Authors: Perkins, Dwight H.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The State Strikes Back: The End of Economic Reform in China?” by Nicholas Lardy.
17. Title: Understanding Corporate Governance in China
Authors: Peverelli, Peter J.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Understanding Corporate Governance in China” by Bob Tricker and Gregg Li.
18. Title: Politics in China: An Introduction
Authors: Bianco, Lucien.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Politics in China: An Introduction” by William A. Joseph.
19. Title: Democracy in China: The Coming Crisis
Authors: McCormick, Barrett L. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Democracy in China: The Coming Crisis” by Jiwei Ci.
20. Title: The Private Sector in Public Office
Authors: Rithmire, Meg.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Private Sector in Public Office” by Yue Hou.
21. Title: Ruling before the Law: The Politics of Legal Regimes in China and Indonesia
Authors: Potter, Pitman B.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Ruling before the Law: The Politics of Legal Regimes in China and Indonesia” by William Hurst.
22. Title: Chinese Legal Culture and Constitutional Order
Authors: Seppänen, Samuli.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Chinese Legal Culture and Constitutional Order” by Shiping Hua.
23. Title: Popular Memories of the Mao Era: From Critical Debate to Reassessing History
Authors: Manning, Kimberley Ens.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Popular Memories of the Mao Era: From Critical Debate to Reassessing History” by Sebastian Veg.
24. Title: Handbook on Human Rights in China 
Authors: Chan, Anita. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Handbook on Human Rights in China” by Sarah Biddulph and Joshua Rosenzweig.
25. Title: The Battle for Fortune: State-Led Development, Personhood, and the Power among Tibetans in China
Authors: Barnett, Robert.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Battle for Fortune: State-Led Development, Personhood, and the Power among Tibetans in China” by Charlene Makley.
26. Title: Religion in China: Ties That Bind
Authors: Cao, Nanlai.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Religion in China: Ties That Bind” by Adam Yuet Chau.
27. Title: Fate Calculation Experts: Diviners Seeking Legitimation in Contemporary China
Authors: Bruun, Ole.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Fate Calculation Experts: Diviners Seeking Legitimation in Contemporary China” by Geng Li.
28. Title: Radio and Social Transformation in China
Authors: Hauck, Byron.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Radio and Social Transformation in China” by Wei Lei.
29. Title: China—Art—Modernity: A Critical Introduction to Chinese Visual Expression from the Beginning of the Twentieth Century to the Present Day
Authors: Andrews, Julia F.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China—Art—Modernity: A Critical Introduction to Chinese Visual Expression from the Beginning of the Twentieth Century to the Present Day” by David Clarke.
30. Title: China's Architecture in a Globalizing World: Between Socialism and the Market
Authors: Ren, Xiang.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China's Architecture in a Globalizing World: Between Socialism and the Market” by Jiawen Han.
31. Title: China and Intervention at the UN Security Council: Reconciling Status.
Authors: Lanteigne, Marc.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China and Intervention at the UN Security Council: Reconciling Status” By Courtney J. Fung.
32. Title: Economic Security and Sino-American Relations: Progress under Pressure
Authors: Sutter, Robert.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Economic Security and Sino-American Relations: Progress under Pressure” by Kenneth Boutin.
33. Title: The Belt Road and Beyond: State-Mobilized Globalization in China, 1998–2018 
Authors: Yang, Xiao Alvin.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Belt Road and Beyond: State-Mobilized Globalization in China, 1998–2018” by Min Ye.
34. Title: Asymmetrical Neighbors: Borderland State Building between China and Southeast Asia
Authors: Chen, Ian Tsung-yen.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Asymmetrical Neighbors: Borderland State Building between China and Southeast Asia” by Enze Han.
35. Title: Dependency in the Twenty-First Century?: The Political Economy of China-Latin America Relations
Authors: Mendez, Alvaro.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Dependency in the Twenty-First Century?: The Political Economy of China-Latin America Relations” by Barbara Stallings.
36. Title: The New Silk Road: Challenge and Response
Authors: Tjia, Linda Yin-nor.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The New Silk Road: Challenge and Response” by Richard T. Griffiths.
37. Title: China and Southeast Asia in the Xi Jinping Era 
Authors: Sutter, Robert..
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China and Southeast Asia in the Xi Jinping Era” by Alvin Cheng-Hin Lim, Frank Cibulka.
38. Title: The Belt and Road Initiatives: ASEAN Countries' Perspectives
Authors: Chong, Alan.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Belt and Road Initiatives: ASEAN Countries' Perspectives” by Yue Yang, Fujian Li.
39. Title: China and the Islamic World: How the New Silk Road Is Transforming Global Politics
Authors: Scobell, Andrew.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China and the Islamic World: How the New Silk Road Is Transforming Global Politics” by Robert R. Bianchi.
40. Title: A Social History of Maoist China: Conflict and Change, 1949–1976
Authors: DeMare, Brian.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “A Social History of Maoist China: Conflict and Change, 1949–1976” by Felix Wemheuer.
41. Title: Eight Outcasts: Social and Political Marginalization in China under Mao 
Authors: Seymour, James D. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Eight Outcasts: Social and Political Marginalization in China under Mao” by Yang Kuisong, Gregor Benton.
42. Title: State Formation in China and Taiwan: Bureaucracy, Campaign, and Performance
Authors: Seymour, James D.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “State Formation in China and Taiwan: Bureaucracy, Campaign, and Performance” by Julia C. Strauss.
43. Title: Making It Count: Statistics and Statecraft in the Early People's Republic of China
Authors: Holz, Carsten A.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Making It Count: Statistics and Statecraft in the Early People's Republic of China” by Arunabh Ghosh.
44. Title: Creating the Intellectual: Chinese Communism and the Rise of a Classification
Authors: Wu, Yidi.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Creating the Intellectual: Chinese Communism and the Rise of a Classification” by Eddy U.
45. Title: Mao Zedong, a Biography: Volume 1, 1893–1949 
Authors: Saich, Tony. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Mao Zedong, a Biography: Volume 1, 1893–1949” by Pang Xianzhi and Jin Chongji.
46. Title: The Power of Print in Modern China: Intellectuals and Industrial Publishing from the End of Empire to Maoist State Socialism
Authors: McDermott, Joseph P.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Power of Print in Modern China: Intellectuals and Industrial Publishing from the End of Empire to Maoist State Socialism” by Robert Culp.
47. Title: Mass Vaccination: Citizens' Bodies and State Power in Modern China
Authors: Wai, Fan Ka.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Mass Vaccination: Citizens' Bodies and State Power in Modern China” by Mary Augusta Brazelton.
48. Title: Vernacular Industrialism in China: Local Innovation and Translated Technologies in the Making of a Cosmetics Empire, 1900–1940
Authors: Wright, Tim.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Vernacular Industrialism in China: Local Innovation and Translated Technologies in the Making of a Cosmetics Empire, 1900–1940” by Eugenia Lean.
49. Title: The East Turkestan Independence Movement: 1930s–1940s
Authors: Brophy, David. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The East Turkestan Independence Movement: 1930s–1940s” by Wang Ke.
50. Title: Embracing "Asia" in China and Japan: Asianism Discourse and the Contest for Hegemony, 1912–1933
Authors: Smith, Craig A.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Embracing "Asia" in China and Japan: Asianism Discourse and the Contest for Hegemony, 1912–1933” by Torsten Weber.
51. Title: Hong Kong Soft Power: Art Practices in the Special Administrative Region, 2005–2014
Authors: Cartier, Carolyn.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Hong Kong Soft Power: Art Practices in the Special Administrative Region, 2005–2014” by Frank Vigneron.
52. Title: Hong Kong in Revolt: The Protest Movement and the Future of China
Authors: Yam, Shui-yin Sharon.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Hong Kong in Revolt: The Protest Movement and the Future of China” by Au Loong-Yu.
53. Title: The Umbrella Movement: Civil Resistance and Contentious Space in Hong Kong 
Authors: Ku, Agnes S. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Umbrella Movement: Civil Resistance and Contentious Space in Hong Kong” by Ngok Ma and Edmund W. Cheng.
54. Title: Media and Protest Logics in the Digital Era: The Umbrella Movement in Hong Kong
Authors: Tang, Gary.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Media and Protest Logics in the Digital Era: The Umbrella Movement in Hong Kong” by Francis L.F. Lee.
