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1. Title: Recovery mode: Non-cognitive skills after the storm
Authors: Christian Biener, Andreas Landmann
Abstract: We analyze the very short-term causal impact of exposure to one of the most powerful storms ever recorded to strike land on locus of control, beliefs in reciprocity, and risk preferences within a sample of 2,352 individuals. We find that people exhibit significantly lower external locus of control, beliefs in reciprocity, and risk aversion after the shock. Our identification is based on field work that coincidentally started shortly before the typhoon and that continued thereafter. The short-term impact we document has not been observed previously, and we thus fill a gap in the emerging literature on the stability of non-cognitive skills.
2. Title: Demand reduction campaigns for the illegal wildlife trade in authoritarian Vietnam: Ungrounded environmentalism
Authors: Anh Ngoc Vu
Abstract: The demand side of illegal wildlife trade (IWT) has received increasing academic, media, and policy attention for its powerful potential to address the biodiversity extinction crisis. The article contributes to this emerging literature by analysing demand reduction campaigns for illegally traded wildlife in Vietnam, a country that has been named and shamed by transnational conservation elites as one of key perpetrators of species loss across Africa. Conspicuous consumption of ‘rare’ and ‘prestige’ wildlife by the wealthy and nouveaux riches of Vietnam has been identified as a principal factor threatening the survival of many wild species. Accordingly/not surprisingly, significant amounts of donor and government money have been channelled to consumer-targeted interventions and campaigns in that country.

My study shows that these campaigns have limited effects because they are a form of ‘ungrounded’ environmentalism. The article advances the scholarly debate on IWT demand reduction interventions by demonstrating that the ungrounded environmentalism typical of these campaigns is problematic and risks deepening historical stereotypes and cultural misrepresentations. As social beings, consumers are deeply embedded within long-standing socio-cultural, political and institutional contexts, therefore it is essential that consumer-targeted campaigns are be informed and underpinned by these dynamics, especially in authoritarian contexts such as Vietnam. The article offers a novel theoretical contribution to literature on environmental politics by focusing on the conceptual lens of ‘ungrounded’ environmentalism to demand-side campaigning, and testing its utility by applying it to the specific case of Vietnam.
3. Title: The impact of intimate partner violence on women’s labour market outcomes
Authors: Cigdem Gedikli, Gurleen Popli, Okan Yilmaz
Abstract: This paper investigates the impact of intimate partner violence on the participation of women in the labour market and their access to employment in the form of being a wage worker, self-employed or unpaid family worker. To address the possibility of endogeneity, especially due to simultaneity, between intimate partner violence and female labour force participation, we use the history of violence, both of the woman and her partner, as instrumental variables. Our results provide evidence that intimate partner violence is associated with an increased probability of a woman participating in the labour market. Further analysis shows that the rent extraction mechanism is the most likely explanation for the positive relationship.
4. Title: Mapping community development aid: Spatial analysis in Myanmar
Authors: Woojin Jung
Abstract: Development aid has greater potential to alleviate poverty when targeted towards areas of concentrated need. However, the body of research examining subnational aid targeting is often constrained to state- or district-level analysis due to the lack of aid or wealth data in small regions. This study fills this gap by examining the poverty orientation of aid at the granular spatial units where the pro-poor interventions are implemented. Specifically, it explores the extent to which community-centered development (CCD) in Myanmar takes place in poor villages. This paper estimates aid presence and density, given regional poverty, by linking detailed aid location with nightlight luminosity and wealth-related data. Overall, densely aided areas tend to shine brighter and have a lower share of vulnerable populations. However, for villages with similar luminosity, aid goes to areas with fewer resources. This study also finds heterogeneity in the targeting practice among donors who adopt different ideologies. The market-oriented World Bank project supports poorer villages whereas the Korean International Cooperation Agency’s project, drawing from the developmental state, includes villages close to conflict zones. Some evidence of needs-based allocation in this study runs counter to previous findings that aid favors richer states and districts. The result of this study suggests that analyzing aid at a fine-grained level with high resolution spatial data can provide a more nuanced view of aid targeting.
5. Title: Household fuel transitions have substantially contributed to child mortality reductions in China
Authors: Lin Zhu, Hua Liao, Paul J. Burke
Abstract: Household air pollution from use of solid fuels such as coal and firewood for cooking is common in the developing world. Children under five years of age are likely to be particularly vulnerable. Yet relatively little attention has been paid to the contribution of household fuel transitions when attributing reasons for China’s dramatic progress in reducing child mortality. This paper examines the effect of reducing household solid cooking fuel dependence on the under-5 child mortality rate in China. The results reveal that a percentage point decrease in the proportion of households cooking mainly with solid fuels has on average been associated with a reduction in the under-5 child mortality rate of about 10.1 per 100,000 live births, all else equal. We find that the reduction in the share of households cooking with solid fuels over 2000–2010 contributed about 12% of the reduction in the annual under-5 child mortality rate in China, helping to avoid about 39,000 deaths in 2010.
6. Title: The ecosystem approach to agricultural value chain finance: A framework for rural credit
Authors: Roberto Villalba, Terese E. Venus, Johannes Sauer
Abstract: In developing countries, smallholder farmers often lack long-lasting sources of credit. While traditional banking, microfinance, and cooperatives have addressed some financing gaps, Agricultural Value Chain Finance (AVCF) has attracted attention as it allows value chain actors to leverage social capital and satisfy their funding needs. To identify the driving factors for the development of AVCF, we analyze the role of non-farmer actors including banks, development organizations, agribusinesses, and academia using in-depth expert interviews. Following a Grounded Theory approach, we propose the Ecosystem Approach as a framework for establishing long-lasting AVCF schemes in developing countries based on three critical solutions: building financial platforms for value chain transaction records, implementing bundled services for the value chain, and evolving from a value chain to a value web approach. Our findings introduce six propositions that shed light on key factors for the development and longevity of financing schemes: i) the AVCF Ecosystem, ii) how AVCF schemes emerge, iii) social capital and value chain interactions, iv) culture and value chain characteristics, v) market risk, vi) transaction costs reduction. We find that AVCF can use social and trade capital to reduce transaction costs and mitigate risks related to quality, prices, and markets. In AVCF ecosystems, there are financial products for interlinked agricultural value chains with a balanced focus on all chain actors, no lock-in relationships between the lenders and the borrowers, and multiple benefits for participants. As the evolution towards an Ecosystem Approach offers a promising outlook for agricultural credit, future research should explore how policymakers and development agencies can support these schemes and how they can be used to increase financial access and equity in rural communities.
7. Title: Water insecurity, housing tenure, and the role of informal water services in Nairobi’s slum settlements
Authors: Nupur Joshi, Andrea K. Gerlak, Corrie Hannah, Sara Lopus, ... Tom Evans
Abstract: Presently, about one billion people reside in slums around the world, creating an ongoing urbanization and development challenge. Slum settlements lack tenure security, posing an additional challenge for municipal and national governments in providing basic services. In particular, safe and affordable access to water for slum residents remains unmet, as slum settlements often lack municipal water supply coverage and rely on small-scale informal water services. We examined the dynamics between housing tenure status (tenancy vs ownership), water service types, and water insecurity among households in three slum settlements in Nairobi, Kenya. Using a cross-culturally validated 11-item Household Water Insecurity Experience (HWISE) scale, we identified a key link between housing tenure status and water insecurity, based on survey data from 556 households. We found that water insecurity in the study sites is a significant challenge because of the link between housing tenure and access to different water service types. As such, water insecurity scores among tenants were significantly higher than homeowners, and this association persists even after controlling for household characteristics. Furthermore, a higher percentage of homeowners had access to formal water services than tenants and accessing water from informal water providers was related to higher water insecurity. Our results highlight the need for development interventions in slums to consider housing tenure of residents when planning interventions to alleviate water insecurity. To meet the goal of ‘equitable water for all’ set by the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), governments must also take key steps to resolve housing tenure injustice and expand home ownership in slum settlements.
8. Title: Perpetuating the malign legacy of colonialism? Traditional chiefs’ power and deforestation in Sierra Leone
Authors: Iva Mihaylova
Abstract: Sierra Leone is affected by considerable deforestation. The chieftaincy as it exists today in Sierra Leone is a construct of colonialism with removed key aspects of bottom-up accountability that perpetuated itself after independence. In this setting, traditional chiefs have considerable power to shape multiple facets of everyday life in their local communities including land allocation that influences deforestation. There is an open question of whether keeping traditional chiefs as a construct from the colonial era perpetuates the malign legacy of colonialism. I explore from this perspective the role of traditional chiefs in deforestation in Sierra Leone. By combining high-resolution satellite image data with survey and historic data in a regression analysis setting, the central findings of this article are that keeping the institution of traditional chiefs in its state from colonial times, giving them power to define multiple aspects of everyday life at the local level, combined with chiefs’ and the broader state’s corruption accelerates deforestation. These results have important implications for the increasingly popular global trend toward forestry decentralization strategies. The article suggests that a reform of the traditional chiefs’ system in Sierra Leone and in countries with a similar structure of local traditional authorities is needed and that democratic decentralization of forest management with bottom-up accountability of traditional chiefs may be a viable solution.
9. Title: Roads, rails, and checkpoints: Assessing the permeability of nation-state borders worldwide
Authors: Emanuel Deutschmann, Lorenzo Gabrielli, Ettore Recchi
Abstract: The permeability of nation-state borders determines the flow of people and commodities between countries and therefore greatly influences many aspects of human development from trade and economic inequality to migration and the ethnic composition of societies worldwide. While past research on the topic has focused on border fortification (walls, fences, etc.) or the legal dimension of border controls, we take a different approach by arguing that transport infrastructure (paths, roads, railroads, ferries) together with political checkpoints can be used as valuable indicators for the permeability of borders worldwide. More and better transport infrastructure increases permeability, whereas checkpoints create the political capacity for reducing entries. Using automatized computational methods combined with extensive manual checks, we parse data from OpenStreetMap and the World Food Programme to detect cross-border transport infrastructure and checkpoints. Based on this information, we define an index of border permeability for 312 land borders globally. Subsequent analyses show that regardless of the degree of closure enforcement at checkpoints, Europe and Africa have the most, and the Americas the least, permeable borders worldwide. Regression models reveal that border permeability is higher in densely populated areas and that economic development, by far the most relevant explanatory factor, has a curvilinear relationship with border permeability: Borders of very rich and very poor countries are highly permeable, whereas those of moderately prosperous nation-states are significantly harder to cross. Implications of this remarkably clear pattern are discussed.
10. Title: Kenya’s ‘Universal’ social pension: The politics of registration in Marsabit County
Authors: Alesha Porisky, Tahira Shariff Mohamed, Patrick Mutinda Muthui
Abstract: In 2017 the government of Kenya transformed its poverty-targeted older persons cash transfer into a ‘70-plus’ social pension. While the literature suggests that a switch from targeted to universal programs would simplify registration and reduce inclusion and exclusion errors, there were significant variations in take-up of the social pension across diverse counties in Kenya, with lower take-up in counties with higher rates of poverty. Drawing on qualitative data collected across six months in 2018, including interviews and focus group discussions with government officials, community leaders, politicians and ordinary citizens, this paper examines why take-up of the social pension has been lower in Marsabit County, an area of the country with high levels of poverty. We find that government officials struggled to register eligible beneficiaries in remote and marginalized communities within the mass registration exercise’s tight timelines. As a result, they often relied on local actors to relay information between the state and local communities, which resulted in uneven registration and the exclusion of some marginalized populations, particularly in remote and conflicted affected areas. We argue that pressure from the national government to register potential beneficiaries in the month prior to the highly contested 2017 national election exacerbated the challenges posed by low state infrastructural power, including limited resources, low state oversight and a lack of embeddedness within local communities. The visible expansion of the social pension prior to the election was prioritized over achieving universal registration. This paper contributes to the literature on universal versus targeted approaches to social assistance and furthers our knowledge of the challenges of reaching the poorest of the poor even through nominally ‘universal’ programs. While universal approaches expand access to social assistance, this paper highlights the importance of ongoing registration and investments in state infrastructural power to ensure that remote and marginalized populations can access social assistance.
11. Title: The Agency, Resources, and Institutional Structures for Sanitation-related Empowerment (ARISE) Scales: Development and validation of measures of women’s empowerment in urban sanitation for low- and middle-income countries
Authors: Sheela S. Sinharoy, Shauna McManus, Amelia Conrad, Madeleine Patrick, Bethany A. Caruso
Abstract: Sustainable Development Goal 6 aims to ensure access to water and sanitation for all, and target 6.2 emphasizes “paying special attention to the needs of women and girls”. Research documenting how water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) conditions impact women’s and girls’ lives is growing. However, no rigorously validated survey instruments exist for measuring empowerment within the WASH sector. The objective of our study was to develop and validate survey instruments to measure sub-domains of women’s empowerment in relation to sanitation in urban areas of low- and middle-income countries. We followed a multi-phased, theory-informed approach that included factor analysis and item response theory methods, as well as reliability and validity testing, to analyze cross-sectional data collected from women in two cities: Tiruchirappalli, India (N = 996) and Kampala, Uganda (N = 1,024). Through rigorous evaluation of conceptually grounded question (item) sets, we identify a set of valid, comprehensive scales. The Agency, Resources, and Institutional Structures for Sanitation-related Empowerment (ARISE) scales represent 16 sub-domains of sanitation-related empowerment, each of which can be used alone or in combination with others, as needed. The ARISE scales are the only set of psychometrically validated metrics for the measurement of women’s empowerment in WASH. In addition to the scales, we provide six indices to assess women’s direct experiences with sub-domains of sanitation-related empowerment, as well as validated item sets related to menstruation, which are available as optional add-on measures for those who menstruate. The ARISE scales and associated survey modules respond to an established need for an increased focus on empowerment in WASH. We provide researchers and implementers with tools to measure sub-constructs of empowerment in a valid and reliable way, to generate data for better targeting, design, implementation, and evaluation of strategies to improve women’s empowerment in the context of urban sanitation at the program and policy level.
12. Title: Seeing like a smartphone: The co-production of landscape-scale and rights-based conservation
Authors: Walker DePuy
Abstract: Landscape approaches are heralded as ways to advance more effective and equitable social-ecological governance by working across economic sectors and stakeholder groups. There remains a need, however, to understand how they are enacted in particular contexts, how rights-based efforts are pursued within them, and what this means for the protection of community rights. Developed in partnership by The Nature Conservancy and the Berau district government, the Berau Forest Carbon Program (BFCP) uses a landscape approach to advance REDD+ policy in East Kalimantan, Indonesia. Drawing on 26 months of ethnographic research across international, national, subnational, and village governance levels, I find the BFCP aligns with Indonesia’s national vision of green growth. Focusing on the BFCP’s rights-based instrument known as SIGAP, I find that it enacts and facilitates that green growth vision both through forest governance policy and as a malleable Foucauldian “technology of power.” Tracing how SIGAP has expanded over time from a community engagement protocol to become a multi-stakeholder platform and social media app, this work empirically documents how landscape-scale and rights-based conservation agendas recursively influence each other and that this dynamic co-production illuminates important tensions between rights-based agendas and projects of environmental governance. One example of such a tension is how the development and use of the SIGAP app is shown to preclude the recognition and discussion of stakeholder conflict and in so doing undermine community rights. Ultimately, this article presents a valuable case study for thinking through the diverse kinds of work rights-based instruments can do and centers the need for conservationists to recognize rights-based approaches not as technical toolkits but rather governance mechanisms to be considered and navigated appropriately.
13. Title: Crowd in or crowd out? The subnational fiscal response to aid
Authors: Isabelle Cohen
Abstract: The fiscal response of aid recipients is crucially important to understanding the effects of aid. The dynamics of governments’ fiscal response to receiving aid can help reconcile the micro–macro aid puzzle, as well as having important implications for studying the micro effects of aid. I explore, in the context of Uganda from 2010 to 2017, whether IDA aid crowds out or crowds in government spending at the district level. To do so, I use an instrumental variables approach combining subnational variation with temporal variation and rich and detailed data on project aid and government budgets in Uganda. I find evidence that IDA funding leads to increases in government spending, and further evidence that these dynamics are more complex than simple follow-on in the same sector as IDA projects. These results suggest critical and underexplored dynamics in subnational fiscal responses to foreign aid, which may have important implications for the study of aid effectiveness.
14. Title: A macro analysis of gender segregation and job quality in Latin America
Authors: Diksha Arora, Elissa Braunstein, Stephanie Seguino
Abstract: Latin America has seen vast improvements in gender educational and health equality. Favorable supply-side conditions, however, have not translated into greater gender economic equality, a process that also depends on structural economic change and global macroeconomic conditions. In this paper, we assess the role of a variety of macro-level policies and structures in influencing trends in women’s access to high-quality jobs for a sample of 15 countries in Latin America over the period 1990–2018. Using micro-level data, we first evaluate women’s relative share of good jobs, defined in terms of women’s weekly earnings in an industry or occupation relative to the national median wage. Further, we econometrically estimate the association between a variety of macro-level variables and the relative quality of women’s jobs. Results indicate that the most significant and robust positive correlate of women’s relative access to good jobs is public social spending as a share of GDP. Other important macro-covariates include measures of labor market regulation, monetary and fiscal policy, and macroeconomic structure and global orientation, including financial openness. The results suggest that macro-level structures and policies related to globalization that hamper the achievement of greater gender equality can be offset by appropriately targeted government policies.
15. Title: Heterogeneous impact of internet availability on female labor market outcomes in an emerging economy: Evidence from Indonesia
Authors: Niken Kusumawardhani, Rezanti Pramana, Nurmala Selly Saputri, Daniel Suryadarma
Abstract: Greater female labor market participation benefits not only women's empowerment and the well-being of their families, but also the economy as a whole. Yet the labor force participation of women in developing countries is relatively stagnant, even with higher levels of economic development and better educational attainment. Women are also more likely to work in the informal sector and unskilled jobs. The arrival of the internet and the subsequent creation of internet-based jobs may positively affect women's labor market outcomes. In this paper, we examine the effect of internet availability on five dimensions of women's labor market outcomes in Indonesia, focusing on the heterogeneity in the impact of internet availability on female labor market outcomes. We construct a balanced pseudo panel covering all districts in the country for 2008 – 2018. We find that internet availability has a small positive effect on the labor force participation and full-time employment of younger or low-educated women. We find a small negative effect on the likelihood of holding skilled jobs for these groups of women. We also find a small negative effect on job formality. These effects are concentrated among low-educated women. The findings are mainly explained by the kind of internet-based jobs that were created in the country. On balance, we do not find evidence that the internet significantly improves women's labor market outcomes.
