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1. Title: The ACA Medicaid Expansion in Michigan and Financial Health
Authors: Sarah Miller; Luojia Hu; Robert Kaestner; Bhashkar Mazumder; Ashley Wong.
Abstract: This article examines how the financial health changes following an individual's enrollment in Michigan's Medicaid program (Healthy Michigan Program, HMP). We use unique data that link credit reports of HMP enrollees to Medicaid administrative data on enrollment and use of healthcare services. We find that Medicaid enrollment is associated with large improvements in several measures of financial health, including reductions in unpaid bills, medical bills, over limit credit card spending, and public records (such as evictions, judgments, and bankruptcies). These improvements are apparent across several subgroups, although individuals with greater medical need, such as those with chronic illnesses, experience the largest benefits.
2. Title: Effects of Access to Legal Same‐Sex Marriage on Marriage and Health
Authors: Christopher S. Carpenter; Samuel T. Eppink; Gilbert Gonzales; Tara McKay.
Abstract: We provide the first comprehensive evidence on the effects of access to legal same‐sex marriage (SSM) on marriage and adult health using the full rollout of marriage equality across the United States. Using data from the CDC BRFSS from 2000 to 2017, we relate changes in outcomes for individuals in same‐sex households (SSH) coincident with adoption of legal SSM in two‐way fixed effects models. A substantial share of these households includes gay and lesbian couples. For men in SSH, we find robust evidence that access to legal SSM significantly increased marriage take‐up, health insurance coverage, access to care, and healthcare utilization. Results for women in SSH are inconclusive apart from a clear increase in marriage take‐up. Our results provide the first evidence that legal access to SSM significantly improved health for adult gay men.
3. Title: SNAP Schedules and Domestic Violence
Authors: Jillian B. Carr; Analisa Packham.
Abstract: This paper exploits a policy change in Illinois that altered monthly nutritional assistance benefits dates to estimate the impact of in‐kind benefit receipt on domestic violence. We find that issuing SNAP benefits on days other than the first of the month increases domestic crimes. On average, we find the shifting benefit dates increases domestic abuse by 6.9 percent and child maltreatment by 30.0 percent. We posit that these effects are driven by increases in opportunities for conflict or changes in drug use.
4. Title: A National‐Level Informational Experiment to Promote Enrollment in Selective Colleges
Authors: Oded Gurantz; Jessica Howell; Michael Hurwitz; Cassandra Larson; Matea Pender; Brooke White.
Abstract: Prior research finds that low‐income students are less likely to apply to and enroll in four‐year colleges or more selective colleges, even after controlling for academic preparation and other background characteristics. The College Board sought to reduce barriers in the college application process through a targeted campaign of brochures and e‐mails. These materials were sent to students two to three times between the end of eleventh grade and the middle of twelfth grade, and aimed to provide an impetus to start the college search process, minimize the costs of aggregating data, and encourage a broader college application portfolio. Some students were offered additional encouragements, such as text message reminders or college application fee waivers. In a randomized control trial with 785,000 low‐ and middle‐income students in the top 50 percent of the PSAT and SAT distributions, we find no changes in college enrollment patterns.
5. Title: The Effects of Special Education on the Academic Performance of Students with Learning Disabilities
Authors: Amy Ellen Schwartz; Bryant Gregory Hopkins; Leanna Stiefel.
Abstract: In the 40‐plus years since the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, special education has grown in the number of students and amount spent on services. Despite this growth, academic performance of students with disabilities remains troublingly low compared to general education students. To some extent, these differences reflect persistent underlying disabilities, but they also may reflect ineffective services. Does special education improve academic outcomes for students with disabilities? There is surprisingly little evidence to guide policy and answer this question. This paper provides an answer for the largest disability group, students with specific learning disabilities (LDs), using rich New York City public school data. Because the majority of LDs are classified after school entry, we observe outcomes before and after classification, allowing us to estimate impacts using within‐student pre/post comparisons (student fixed effects) and an intent‐to‐treat specification. We find that academic outcomes improve for LDs following classification into special education and impacts are largest for those entering special education in earlier grades. Attendance, however, shows little change after classification. Results are robust to alternative specifications and falsification tests bolster confidence in a causal interpretation. Differences in impacts by gender, race/ethnicity, grade of classification, and settings illuminate possible mechanisms.
6. Title: The Effect of Title IX on Gender Disparity in Graduate Education
Authors: Nayoung Rim
Abstract: This paper examines whether Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, which banned sex discrimination in admissions, was successful in reducing gender disparity in graduate education. Using school‐level survey data and a national survey of college degree‐holders, I find that female enrollment at graduate schools increased by an average of 18.7 percent following Title IX's passage. This phenomenon was mainly driven by schools that had greater incentive to comply with the new law. I also find evidence that Title IX reduced gender disparities across degree fields; the female‐male gap in traditionally male fields closed by 3.2 to 8.5 percentage points after Title IX. These results are robust to alternative explanations, such as the end of the Vietnam War draft, law changes related to fertility, and other events that occurred between the late 1960s and early 1970s that may also have affected female educational decisions.
7. Title: The Deterrent Effect of Surveillance Cameras on Crime
Authors: Santiago Gómez; Daniel Mejía; Santiago Tobón.
Abstract: From the U.S. to Colombia to China, millions of public surveillance cameras are at the core of crime prevention strategies. Yet, we know little about the effects of surveillance cameras on criminal behavior, especially in developing economies. We study an installation program in Medellín and find that the quasi‐random allocation of cameras led to a decrease in crimes and arrests. With no increase in the monitoring capacity and no chance to use camera footage in prosecution, these results suggest offenders were deterred rather than incapacitated. We test for spillovers and find no evidence of crime displacement or diffusion of benefits to surrounding locations.
8. Title: Can Quasi‐Experimental Evaluations That Rely on State Longitudinal Data Systems Replicate Experimental Results?
Authors: Fatih Unlu; Douglas Lee Lauen; Sarah Crittenden Fuller; Tiffany Berglund; Elc Estrera.
Abstract: Do quasi‐experimental (QE) studies conducted with baseline covariates that are typically available in the longitudinal administrative state databases yield unbiased effect estimates? This paper conducts a within‐study comparison (WSC) study that compares experimental impacts of early college high school (ECHS) attendance with QE impacts drawn from the state and locales. We find that (1) QE models for outcomes with natural (matching) pretests replicated the randomized benchmarks quite well; (2) the replication bias is not sensitive to type of propensity score model or method; and (3) imposing locational restrictions (i.e., local matching) on the comparison students––specifically choosing them from among non‐treatment students who came from the same feeder middle schools as the treatment students––does not decrease the QE bias; on the contrary, it performed worse than the models that did not impose this restriction for most outcomes. The first two findings are generally consistent with other education WSCs while the third one is not, suggesting that in cases where selection may be driven by individual‐level factors, such as this one, local matching may yield biased treatment effect estimates by greatly reducing the pool of potential comparison units and distorting balance on unobservable confounders while prioritizing balance on observable factors.
9. Title: Who's in and Who's Out under Workplace Covid Symptom Screening?
Authors: Krista Ruffini; Aaron Sojourner; Abigail Wozniak.
Abstract: COVID symptom screening, a new workplace practice, is already affecting many millions of American workers. As of this writing, 34 states already require, and federal guidance recommends, frequent screening of at least some employees for fever or other symptoms. This paper provides the first empirical work identifying major features of symptom screening in a broad population and exploring the trade‐offs employers face in using daily symptom screening. First, we find that common symptom checkers could screen out up to 7 percent of workers each day, depending on the measure used. Second, we find that the measures used will matter for three reasons: Many respondents report any given symptom, survey design affects responses, and demographic groups report symptoms at different rates, even absent fluctuations in likely COVID exposure. This last pattern can potentially lead to disparate impacts and is important from an equity standpoint.
以下是书评：
10. Title: Building a Resilient Tomorrow: How to Prepare for the Coming Climate Disruption, by Hill, Alice C. and Martinez‐Diaz, Leonardo, Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 2019, 264 pp., $24.95 (web list).
Authors: Savannah Johnston
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Building a Resilient Tomorrow: How to Prepare for the Coming Climate Disruption” by Hill, Alice C. and Martinez‐Diaz, Leonardo.
11. Title: The Political Economy of Inequality, by Stilwell, Frank J. B., Hoboken, NJ: Wiley, 2019, 224 pp., $24.95, paperback; $69.95, hardback; web list. The Political Economy of Inequality: U.S. and Global Dimensions by Sisay Asefa and Wei‐Chiao Huang (Eds.), Kalamazoo, MI: Upjohn Institute, 2020, 192 pp., $18.21, paperback; Free PDF; web list.
Authors: Rena Salayeva
Abstract: The article reviews these books “The Political Economy of Inequality” by Stilwell, Frank J. B. and “The Political Economy of Inequality: U.S. and Global Dimensions” by Sisay Asefa and Wei‐Chiao Huang.
