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1. Title: Cause and Effect in Political Polarization: A Dynamic Analysis. 
Authors: Callander, Steven; Carbajal, Juan Carlos.  
Abstract: Polarization is both a description of the current state of politics and a dynamic path that has rippled across the political domain over decades. We provide a simple model that explains why polarization appears incrementally and why it was elites who polarized first and more dramatically, whereas mass polarization came later and has been less pronounced. We incorporate an ostensibly unrelated finding about how voters form preferences into a dynamic model of elections. This change, when combined with the response of strategic candidates, creates a feedback loop that can replicate many features of the data. We explore the model's implications for other aspects of politics and trace what it predicts for the future of polarization.  
2. Title: Cost-Benefit Analysis in Reasoning. 
Authors: Alaoui, Larbi; Penta, Antonio. 
Abstract: An individual's decision to reason about a problem may involve a trade-off between cognitive costs and a notion of value. This paper analyzes the primitive properties that must hold for the decision to stop thinking to be represented by a cost-benefit analysis. We then provide additional properties that give more structure to the value of reasoning function. We show how our model applies to a variety of settings, including contexts involving R&D applications, response time, and strategic reasoning. Our model can also be used to understand patterns of behavior for which the cost-benefit approach does not seem to hold. 
3. Title: Ordinal Centrality. 
Authors: Sadler, Evan. 
Abstract: This paper studies the extent to which centrality measures share a common structure. In contrast with prior work, I take an ordinal approach, defining centrality measures as preorders that satisfy an axiom called recursive monotonicity. From this axiom, I derive two fundamental measures, strong and weak centrality, and I relate these to the equilibria of network games. Any equilibrium in a game of strategic complements implicitly orders the players by their actions. Strong centrality captures comparisons shared across all equilibria in all such games. Weak centrality captures comparisons shared across minimal and maximal equilibria in all such games. 
4. Title: Measuring the Completeness of Economic Models. 
Authors: Fudenberg, Drew; Kleinberg, Jon; Liang, Annie; Mullainathan, Sendhil. 
Abstract: Economic models are evaluated by testing the correctness of their predictions. We suggest an additional measure, "completeness": the fraction of the predictable variation in the data that the model captures. We calculate the completeness of prominent models in three problems from experimental economics: assigning certainty equivalents to lotteries, predicting initial play in games, and predicting human generation of random sequences. The completeness measure reveals new insights about these models, including how much room there is for improving their predictions. 
5. Title: Good Reverberations? Teacher Influence in Music Composition since 1450. 
Authors: Borowiecki, Karol Jan. 
Abstract: Teachers and mentors in creative fields shape their students' skills and views of the craft and thus the work they produce. How significant and persistent is this influence? Are there consequences for the variety and quality of students' inventive output? We study these questions in the context of Western music composition over five centuries, during which musical lineages are well documented, the content of composers' work can be directly compared, and its lasting value can be measured. We find strong evidence of influence, document when it arises and persists, and evaluate its consequences. The results provide insight into where creative ideas come from, why certain ideas get produced as opposed to others, and what the ramifications might be. 
6. Title: The Origin of the State: Land Productivity or Appropriability? 
Authors: Mayshar, Joram; Moav, Omer; Pascali, Luigi.  
Abstract: The conventional theory about the origin of the state is that the adoption of farming increased land productivity, which led to the production of food surplus. This surplus was a prerequisite for the emergence of tax-levying elites and, eventually, states. We challenge this theory and propose that hierarchy arose as a result of the shift to dependence on appropriable cereal grains. Our empirical investigation, utilizing multiple data sets spanning several millennia, demonstrates a causal effect of the cultivation of cereals on hierarchy, without finding a similar effect for land productivity. We further support our claims with several case studies. 
