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1. Title: Castrocare in Crisis
Authors: Laurie Garrett
Abstract: Cuba is a Third World country that aspires to First World medicine and health. Its health-care system is not only a national public good but also a vital export commodity. Under the Castro brothers' rule, Cubans' average life expectancy has increased from 58 years (in 1950) to 77 years (in 2009), giving Cuba the world's 55th-highest life expectancy ranking. According to the WHO, Cuba has the second-lowest child mortality rate in the Americas and the lowest per capita HIV/AIDS prevalence. By any measure, these achievements are laudable. But they have come at tremendous financial and social cost. If policymakers on both sides of the Florida Straits do not take great care, the tiny Caribbean nation could swiftly be robbed of its greatest triumph. First, its public health network could be devastated by an exodus of thousands of well-trained Cuban physicians and nurses. Second, for-profit US companies could transform the remaining health-care system into a prime destination for medical tourism from abroad.
2. Title: Coping With China's Financial Power
Authors: Ken Miller
Abstract: China's approach to economic development has turned the country into a lopsided giant, an export juggernaut with one huge financial arm. Following the reforms launched by Deng Xiaoping in 1979, Chinese businesses began using cheap labor and cheap capital to compete on the world market, with ever-increasing effectiveness. Today, Beijing continues to subsidize exports heavily. Never before has China had this much financial might, and it is now experimenting with how best to use it in its relations with other states. China is at an early stage of increasing its influence in international finance, and although it sometimes sounds ambitious, it is being prudent. Policymakers in the US should remember that China emerged as a financial power less than ten years ago. With a better understanding of China's domestic imperatives, Washington can encourage Beijing to project its financial power abroad in ways that contribute to the stability of the global economy.
3. Title: Defining Success in Afghanistan
Authors: Stephen Biddle, Fotini Christia, J Alexander Thier
Abstract: The original plan for a post-Taliban Afghanistan called for rapid, transformational nation building. But such a vision no longer appears feasible, if it ever was. Many Americans are now skeptical that even a stable and acceptable outcome in Afghanistan is possible. They believe that Afghanistan has never been administered effectively and is simply ungovernable. Without clear limits on acceptable outcomes, the US and NATO military campaign will be rudderless, as will any negotiation strategy for a settlement with the Taliban. None is perfect, and all would require sacrifice. But it is a mistake to assume that Afghanistan is somehow ungovernable or that any sacrifice would be wasted in the pursuit of an unachievable goal. Afghanistan's own history offers ample evidence of the kind of stable, decentralized governance that could meet today's demands without abandoning the country's current constitution. By learning from this history and from recent experience in Afghanistan and elsewhere, the US can frame a workable definition of success in Afghanistan.
4. Title: Fear and Loathing in Nairobi
Authors: John Githongo
Abstract: The carnage that followed Kenya's disputed election in late 2007 shocked the world. A country once considered to be an oasis of peace and stability in a troubled region had suddenly degenerated into disorder and ferocious violence. The cauldron simply boiled over in 2007. The failure of the election was merely a trigger for events that would have taken place at some point in the future. There had long been an overwhelming sense of exclusion and alienation among large sections of the populace. The political crisis that followed the election finally ended on February 28, 2008, with a negotiated settlement that brought together the leaders of both feuding parties and formed a single cabinet. Throughout Africa, uniting belligerents under one roof has resulted in policymaking paralysis and resentful voters, angry that the governments they have are not the ones any of them elected. Kenya is a case in point.
5. Title: Mugabe Über Alles
Authors: Robert I Rotberg
Abstract: More than a year into a supposed unity government between Pres Robert Mugabe's Zimbabwe African National Union-Patriotic Front and Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai's Movement for Democratic Change, Zimbabwe continues to stagnate. There has been little unity, even less partnership, a wholesale denial of basic political and human rights, and only marginal economic improvements. Mugabe is holding tightly to the levers of power. The unity government was born in 2009, after Mugabe finally agreed to share power under pressure from the Southern African Development Community, a regional bloc. From the beginning, Mugabe has run roughshod over the unity compact. A sad statistic demonstrates the full tragedy of Mugabe's misrule: in 1965, most of Africa was much more prosperous than East and South Asia; today, most Asian countries are ten times as wealthy as African ones. Zimbabwe is no exception. And Mugabe, the poster child for venal leadership, is at the root of the country's poverty.
6. Title: No Good Deed Goes Unpunished
Authors: Princeton N Lyman, Stephen B Wittels
Abstract: The George W. Bush administration increased annual US assistance to Africa almost sixfold, from $1.3 billion in fiscal year 2001 to $7.3 billion in fiscal year 2009. One-time debt forgiveness and emergency humanitarian assistance contributed to this increase, but it was primarily driven by the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), the US' single largest continuing commitment to Africa. PEPFAR, which was originally expected to disburse some $15 billion over its first five years, actually spent $25 billion between 2003 and 2008. If the US continues to lead the international community in filling the "treatment gap," the magnitude of the commitment will steadily grow. And so, too, will the foreign policy problems this kind of aid creates. More aid will limit Washington's influence on issues other than HIV/AIDS in recipient countries. The Obama administration will need to recognize the paradox that in the absence of increases in other forms of aid, more humanitarian assistance will mean less leverage.
7. Title: Obama and the Americas
Authors: Abraham F Lowenthal
Abstract: Incoming US presidents, from John F. Kennedy to George W. Bush, have often announced a new policy initiative toward Latin America and the Caribbean. But few expected this from Barack Obama. His administration was inheriting too many far more pressing problems. Soon after Obama's inauguration, however, the administration organized high-level visits to Latin America and the Caribbean and announced various initiatives toward the region. Calling for a "new beginning" in US-Cuban relations, it loosened restrictions on travel and remittances to Cuba by Cuban Americans, said it would consider allowing US investment in telecommunications networks with the island, and expressed a willingness to discuss resuming direct mail service to Cuba and to renew bilateral consultations on immigration to the US. The administration should work closely with Brazil to reform and reinforce international trade, finance, and investment rules; combat climate change; prevent and contain global pandemics; curb nuclear proliferation; and strengthen international governance arrangements.
8. Title: Prisoners of the Caucasus
Authors: Charles King, Rajan Menon
Abstract: A series of suicide bombings in and around Moscow killed dozens in 2003 and 2004. And then, this past March, a pair of female suicide bombers blew themselves up in the Moscow metro during morning rush hour, killing nearly 40 people. Even this grim tally is incomplete; it does not include the much higher level of violence that regularly occurs in the North Caucasus itself. The Russian government seems to have few creative ideas about how to deal with the turmoil in the region, which has become the epicenter of routine political violence in the country. The future of the North Caucasus hinges on whether it can gain an equal place within the Russian polity. If Moscow continues to focus its energies on insulating the rest of Russia from the ills of the North Caucasus, then an increasing number of the region's inhabitants will wonder whether Russians can be anything other than distant, irrelevant overlords.
9. Title: Stopping Proliferation Before It Starts
Authors: Gregory L Schulte
Abstract: International efforts to stem the spread of nuclear weapons typically focus on thwarting the atomic ambitions of North Korea and Iran. This, however, is a game that is unlikely to be won. The leaders of both countries remain unmoved by international condemnation and pressure. Rather than fixating on the proliferation they are unable to prevent, concerned countries should pay more attention to preventing proliferation to states that have not yet decided to build nuclear weapons, particularly states in the Middle East. Such a strategy will require that the international community improve its ability to detect suspect activities, strengthen the tools to disrupt networks for transferring nuclear technology, and actively dissuade other countries from going nuclear by enhancing those countries' security and devaluing nuclear weapons. The US security relationship with the Gulf states is more important than the next UN Security Council resolution on Iran. Working with China to plan for North Korea's future is more important than setting the table for the next round of six-party talks.
10. Title: The Containment Conundrum
Authors: Barry R Posen, Barry Rubin, James M Lindsay, Ray Takeyh
Abstract: In "After Iran Gets the Bomb" (March/April 2010), James Lindsay and Ray Takeyh offer a carefully reasoned and persuasive argument that in the likely event that Iran gains a nuclear or near-nuclear capability, the US government should adopt a policy of containment and deterrence. On the whole, the article argues for prudent, low-key containment efforts and for resisting the urge to ramp up US military deployments in the Middle East so as to avoid aggravating political sensitivities there. Yet its authors are willing to threaten preventive war for negotiating purposes even though they concede that a strike would accomplish little. Lindsay and Takeyh should have reviewed how a US or an Israeli preventive attack might unfold and the range of military, economic, and political consequences that could arise. There is nothing Iran could do to prevent devastating retaliation from the US or Israel. Making that point clear should be the underpinning of the US' deterrence strategy.
11. Title: The New Cocaine Cowboys
Authors: Robert C Bonner
Abstract: Mexico is in the throes of a battle against powerful drug cartels, the outcome of which will determine who controls the country's law enforcement, judicial, and political institutions. Mexico could become a first-world country one day, but it will never achieve that status until it breaks the grip these criminal organizations have over all levels of government and strengthens its law enforcement and judicial institutions. It cannot do one without doing the other. The outcome matters for the US -- if the drug cartels succeed, the US will share a 2,000-mile border with a narcostate controlled by powerful transnational drug cartels that threaten the stability of Central and South America. Victory can be achieved. Mexico's drug cartels are becoming desperate. If Mexico takes the lessons of Colombia to heart and continues to show strong leadership and firm political will, it can, with US assistance, rid itself of the cartels for good.
12. Title: Ukrainian Blues
Authors: Alexander J Motyl
Abstract: In February 2010, Viktor Yanukovych made a remarkable political comeback. In the 2004 Ukrainian presidential election, Yanukovych, who was then Ukraine's prime minister and the handpicked successor to President Leonid Kuchma, was accused of fraud and ousted by the Orange Revolution, which was led by Viktor Yushchenko and Yulia Tymoshenko. Just over five years later, surrounded by his party's blue-and-white banners, Yanukovych became president. Whatever the reasons for Yanukovych's victory it was a surprisingly narrow one. At the start of his presidency, Yanukovych laid out his foreign policy priorities: restoring Ukraine's close ties with Russia, European integration, and building relationships with strategic partners such as the US. By playing to these priorities and, at the same time, pursuing their own interests in the region, Russia, the European Union, and the US can help stabilize the Yanukovych presidency and Ukraine. If no popular revolution intervenes, Russia and the West will have to deal with Yanukovych and his "blue counterrevolution" for the next five years.
以下是书评：
13. Title: Empire Without End
Authors: Charles S Maier

Abstract: Empires in World History: Power and the Politics of Difference, by Jane Burbank and Frederick Cooper, The Rule of Empires: Those Who Built Them, Those Who Endured Them, and Why They Always Fall, by Timothy Parsons, and Empire for Liberty: A History of American Imperialism From Benjamin Franklin to Paul Wolfowitz, by Richard H. Immerman, are reviewed.
14. Title: Honolulu, Harvard, and Hyde Park
Authors: Walter Russell Mead

Abstract: The Bridge: The Life and Rise of Barack Obama, by David Remnick, is reviewed.
15. Title: Veiled Truths
Authors: Marc Lynch
Abstract: The Flight of the Intellectuals, by Paul Berman, is reviewed.
