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1. Title: Crises of Care in China Today
Authors: Hans Steinmüller
Abstract: The introduction to this special section presents an overview of crises of care in China today, specifically as they affect the fields of kinship, health and government. To study care ethnographically, we distinguish between the attentive and active dimensions of care: what people care about, and how they care for others. Acts of care always relate to larger concerns and general values, but they scale up in different ways. The imbalances that emerge are central to the politics of care that our contributors describe. Care as attentive co-growth engages different values, remakes inequality and nourishes political life. The contributors use the same framework of attention, action and politics to investigate crucial issues in Chinese society, including family, health, environment, ritual and animals. In all these fields, care provides a privileged vantage point from which to understand social and moral change in China today.
2. Title: Care Scales: Dibao Allowances, State and Family in China
Authors: Christof Lammer
Abstract: Examining the “world's largest cash-based social policy” through the lens of care reveals widely shared scalar imaginaries and the productivity of care in constituting scale. In standardizing the minimum livelihood guarantee (dibao), officials, applicants and researchers in rural Sichuan cited both “too much” and “not enough” care at the scale of the family in recommending or rejecting state assistance. Different levels of organization (scale1) were not stable bases with specific sizes and qualities (scale2) that enabled or limited care. Dibao-related practices were evaluated as an appropriate (“filial piety”), insufficient (“individualism”) or excessive (“corruption”) amount of family care. Care became an indicator of kinship measurements and a marker of state boundaries. Thus, scale (in both meanings) was enacted in China, as elsewhere, through negotiations of needs and responsibilities, through evaluations of care practices and their outcomes. In this sense, care scales.
3. Title: Care for the Family and the Environment in China's Coal Country
Authors: Charlotte Bruckermann
Abstract: In the “coal province” of Shanxi, residents grapple with tensions between caring for their families and caring about their environment. In creating ethical pathways through care, residents must navigate the paradox of livelihoods dependent on forms of development that endanger lives and pollute environments. This dilemma has crystallized over time, as the personal and particular demands of the present have become enmeshed with long-standing concerns over environmental degradation. Rather than characterizing family care as concrete and environmental care as abstract, acts of care in Shanxi link the reproductive crisis of the family with the reproductive crisis of the environment: the article presents instances under which the attention, empathy and recognition of care for concrete others are scaled up to the levels of ecology and planetary crisis.
4. Title: Raising Dogs that Bite: How Pastoralists and Breeders Care for Tibetan Mastiffs
Authors: Yufei Zhou
Abstract: Tibetan pastoralists have long been using dogs as guards. Since the late 1980s, the same dogs, called “Tibetan Mastiffs,” have become valuable pets for Han Chinese consumers. This paper discusses how commodification transforms the value of these dogs, and the care relationship between humans and dogs. Tibetan pastoralists and dogs participate in a reciprocal yet distanced care relationship through raising and guarding, which is not confined to a pursuit of dogs’ ferocity. In contrast, a taste for ferocity prevails in the Tibetan Mastiff market, and breeders care for dogs in a more dedicated, and yet more unilateral and dangerous, way. The unintended consequence of breeders’ care is that they raise dogs that sometimes bite; this is explained based on a process of value transformation in dogs’ guarding abilities, from ethical virtue to commercial price.
5. Title: Care as Critique of Care: Public Services, Social Security and Ritual Responsiveness
Authors: Stephan Feuchtwang
Abstract: Socialist governance and popular sovereignty require state administration of care. In the People's Republic of China (PRC) today, such state care is provided in the form of public services and in the guarantee of social security. Ideally, different levels of government should foster relations of care in local communities and remain responsive to “the people.” Local self-government, relations of mutual support and ritual communities, however, reveal the deficits of state care. Much like general philosophies of care, such local ethics of care propose universal benchmarks against which social practice can be measured. This article outlines the main contours of state care in the post-Mao Zedong PRC, and contrasts its findings with empirical research on public services, social security and ritual responsiveness. Mutual help, neighbourhood communities and ritual practice, in particular, provide alternative models of care. As such, they can be extended and universalized, and offer possibilities for a critique of care.
6. Title: Centralized Law Enforcement in Contemporary China: The Campaign to “Sweep Away Black Societies and Eradicate Evil Forces”
Authors: Bo Yin, Yu Mou
Abstract: In 2018, China's general secretary, Xi Jinping, announced a three-year war on “black societies and evil forces” and promised to take down various forms of organized crime and evil forces within society. This article examines the operational features of this particular crackdown and how they diverged from previous “strike hard” campaigns. This campaign adopted novel strategies including embedding instructions on law enforcement within criminal justice institutions, promulgating special rules on the crimes of evil forces in order to “strike” campaign targets early, and deploying intrusive investigation tactics that focused on the person and not the crime. Using democratic centralism as a liberal lens, this campaign showcases the struggle between the imperative of legality and the politics of a major campaign in China.
7. Title: Governing Rural Poverty on Urban Streets: Guangzhou's Management of Beggars in the Reform Era
Authors: Ryanne Flock
Abstract: This study investigates how discourses on panhandling intertwine with the governance of beggars on China's urban streets. It focuses on local policy implementation in Guangzhou city, led by the bureau of civil affairs along with its centres for “custody and repatriation” and “assistance stations.” The study aims to understand how the state regulates panhandling and engages with beggars in public spaces. Exploring the internal logic of the state's approach and how it has changed during the 40 years of reform, it also considers the junctures at which contradictions and conflicts arise. Based on fieldwork data (2011 to 2014) and the analysis of government documents, yearbooks, academic and mass media discourses, I argue that the state's treatment of panhandlers poses a conundrum as welfare measures conflict with control. While several layers of state regulation and actors contradict each other and create grey areas of state-induced informality, people who beg for alms are continuously criminalized and excluded from public space.
8. Title: The Cultural Governance of Death in Shenzhen
Authors: Man Guo, Carsten Herrmann-Pillath
Abstract: For decades, funeral reform has been a key concern for cultural governance in China as the state has attempted to manage “feudal” and “superstitious” practices and economize resources such as land devoted to cemeteries. We analyse the status of funeral reforms in Shenzhen, combining general observations with a case study of an urban village. We show how the business of funeral service providers mediates between cultural governance and grassroots-level needs and demands, resulting in distinct forms of ritual hybridization. In the case of native villagers, we observe the bifurcation of rituals at the central municipal parlour and at the home of the deceased. For understanding the adaptability of death rituals under the regime of cultural governance, it is essential to distinguish between funeral rites and their modular structure on the one hand, and rites for the disposal of the body on the other.
9. Title: Bringing the Party Back into the Community: Restructuring Grassroots Governance in Shenzhen
Authors: Changkun Cai, Ying Liu, Weiqi Jiang
Abstract: While burgeoning research on China's state–society relations has paid attention to the Party, little is known about how the Party interacts with diverse actors and involves itself at the grassroots level in a specific region. This article delineates Party-advancement strategies at the community level in Shenzhen since 2013. To reclaim its leading role at the grassroots level, the Party opted for “Party–government disaggregation” by framing community governance as a Party-building affair, separating the government's affairs from those of the Party and “kicking” the government out of the community. Under the rubric of “reshaping Party–mass relations,” the Party penetrated deep into the community by innovating a “centre-periphery” organizational system, absorbing community elites in a top-down way and using a “service delivery taking the lead” method in a reciprocal exchange. In the end, the Party-governance structure, in which Party–mass relations are at the core, was reframed in the communities.
10. Title: The Construction of Consent for High-altitude Resettlement in Tibet
Authors: Yonten Nyima, Emily T. Yeh
Abstract: In 2018, the Tibet Autonomous Region began resettling pastoralists from high-altitude areas to newly built settlements in distant, lower-altitude farming locations under the “extremely high-altitude ecological resettlement” programme, with a stated dual purpose of environmental protection and improving pastoralist well-being. The programme is said to be based on a principle of “government guidance and voluntary participation.” However, despite its stated “voluntary” nature, the government reports a 100 per cent rate of agreement to participate. After examining the ecological rationales for resettlement and pastoralists’ reluctance to move owing to livelihood concerns and attachment to homeland, the article examines how consent is achieved. Based on official documents and reports as well as semi-structured interviews with officials and pastoralists in Nagchu Municipality, the core target area for the programme, the article identifies a three-step “thought-work” oriented process – beginning with an initial survey, followed by group incentives and warnings and then individual incentives and warnings – which is deployed until pastoralists sign a resettlement agreement. The process illustrates the dialectical relationship between coercion and consent.
11. Title: Plea Leniency and Prosecution Centredness in China's Criminal Process
Authors: Xin He
Abstract: China's criminal proceedings have been recognized as being “investigation centred.” I argue that the rise of the Plea Leniency System has led to “prosecution centredness.” Analysis of the operation and consequences of plea leniency shows how the procuratorate has overshadowed the police and further marginalized the courts. In plea leniency, the defendant has little chance of being acquitted and the legal profession provides little defence. While this paradigm shift signals further leniency in criminal justice, rights protections make way for efficiency and crime control. As such, plea leniency has profound implications for the operation of the criminal justice apparatuses, defendants, defence lawyers, and the mode of crime control in China.
12. Title: Chinese Celebrities’ Political Signalling on Sina Weibo
Authors: Dan Chen, Gengsong Gao
Abstract: In China, celebrities can dominate public discourse and shape popular culture, but they are under the state's close gaze. Recent studies have revealed how the state disciplines and co-opts celebrities to promote patriotism, foster traditional values and spread political propaganda. However, how do celebrities adapt to the changing political environment? Focusing on political signalling on the social media platform Sina Weibo, we analyse a novel dataset and find that the vast majority of top celebrities repost from official accounts of government agencies and state media outlets, though there are variations. Younger celebrities with more followers tend to repost from official accounts more often. Celebrities from Taiwan tend to repost less than those from the mainland and Hong Kong, despite being subject to the same rules. However, the frequent political signalling by the most influential celebrities among younger generations suggests that the state has co-opted celebrity influence on social media to broadly promote its political objectives.
13. Title: Leader of the Pack? Changes in “Wolf Warrior Diplomacy” after a Politburo Collective Study Session
Authors: Samuel Brazys, Alexander Dukalskis, Stefan Müller
Abstract: This research report measures changes in China's public diplomacy after a May 2021 collective study session of the Chinese Communist Party Politburo. The session examined the country's global communications strategy and fuelled speculation about what might change in China's external communications, particularly with regard to its “wolf warrior” diplomats. Combining hand-coding and quantitative text analysis, we develop and validate a measure of “wolf warrior diplomacy” rhetoric and apply it to over 200,000 tweets from nearly 200 institutional, media and diplomatic Twitter accounts. Using a difference-in-difference research design, we evaluate if the session led to a noticeable change in the tweets of diplomats based in OECD countries. After the announcement, PRC diplomats in the OECD moderated their tweets in comparison to non-OECD diplomats, but we do not detect a major re-orientation of PRC communication strategies. These findings have relevance for scholars of Chinese foreign policy, nationalism and public diplomacy.
14. Title: Direct Election, Bureaucratic Appointment and Local Government Responsiveness in Taiwan
Authors: Sara A. Newland
Abstract: Does local democracy induce better service to citizens? While elected officials can be punished at the ballot box if they fail to address citizens’ needs, appointed bureaucrats may have policy knowledge that enables them to better serve citizens. Employing a multimethod design, this paper uses variation in local political institutions in Taiwan to assess the relative merits of direct election and bureaucratic appointment for local government responsiveness. While democratic institutions are often thought to induce responsiveness, I find that in Taiwan, with its historically strong bureaucracy and relatively new democratic institutions, the picture is somewhat more complicated. Elected and appointed officials face different incentives that motivate the latter to respond more quickly and effectively to online requests for help.
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15. Title: Retrofitting Leninism: Participation without Democracy in China Dimitar D. Gueorguiev. New York: Oxford University Press, 2021. 264 pp. £19.99. ISBN 9780197555675
Authors: Patricia M. Thornton
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Retrofitting Leninism: Participation without Democracy in China” by Dimitar D. Gueorguiev. 
16. Title: Seeking Truth and Hiding Facts: Information, Ideology, and Authoritarianism in China Jeremy Wallace. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2023. 280 pp. £19.99 (pbk). ISBN 9780197627662
Authors: Yan Xiaojun
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Seeking Truth and Hiding Facts: Information, Ideology, and Authoritarianism in China” by Jeremy Wallace.
17. Title: Artificial Intelligence with Chinese Characteristics: National Strategy, Security and Authoritarian Governance Jinghan Zeng. Singapore: Palgrave Macmillan, 2022. 125 pp. $29.00 (pbk). ISBN 9789811907210
Authors: Rogier Creemers
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Artificial Intelligence with Chinese Characteristics: National Strategy, Security and Authoritarian Governance” by Jinghan Zeng. 
18. Title: The Rise of China, Inc.: How the Chinese Communist Party Transformed China into a Giant Corporation Shaomin Li. Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press, 2022. 346 pp. $29.99 (pbk). ISBN 9781009074926
Authors: Bruce Dickson
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Rise of China, Inc.: How the Chinese Communist Party Transformed China into a Giant Corporation” by Shaomin Li.
19. Title: The Party Leads All: The Evolving Role of the Chinese Communist Party Edited by Jacques DeLisle and Guobin Yang. Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press. viii + 427 pp. $49.79; £45.15 (pbk). ISBN 9780815739517
Authors: Jean Christopher Mittelstaedt
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Party Leads All: The Evolving Role of the Chinese Communist Party” by Jacques DeLisle and Guobin Yang.
20. Title: Righteous Revolutionaries: Morality, Mobilization, and Violence in the Making of the Chinese State Jeffrey A. Javed. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. 312 pp. $34.95 (pbk). ISBN 9780472055494
Authors: Le Tao
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Righteous Revolutionaries: Morality, Mobilization, and Violence in the Making of the Chinese State” by Jeffrey A. Javed.
21. Title: Law as an Instrument: Sources of Chinese Law for Authoritarian Legality Shucheng Wang. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 2022, xv + 223 pp. £85.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781009152563
Authors: Björn Ahl
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Law as an Instrument: Sources of Chinese Law for Authoritarian Legality” by Shucheng Wang.
22. Title: China's Public Finance: Reforms, Challenges, and Options Shuanglin Lin. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2022. 430 pp. £29.99 (pbk). ISBN 9781009096843
Authors: Linda Chelan Li
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China's Public Finance: Reforms, Challenges, and Options” by Shuanglin Lin.
23. Title: A Hierarchical Vision of Order: Understanding Chinese Foreign Policy in Asia Antoine Roth. Bristol: Bristol University Press, 2023. 224 pp., £80.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781529227505
Authors: Andrea Ghiselli
Abstract: The article reviews the book “A Hierarchical Vision of Order: Understanding Chinese Foreign Policy in Asia” by Antoine Roth.
24. Title: Orchestration: China's Economic Statecraft Across Asia and Europe James Reilly. New York: Oxford University Press, 2021. x + 268 pp. $74.00 (hbk). ISBN 9780197526347
Authors: Xue Gong
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Orchestration: China's Economic Statecraft Across Asia and Europe” by James Reilly. 
25. Title: The New Motivation and Dilemma of China's Internal Soft Power in the Age of Noopolitik Zheng Li. London: Anthem Press, 2022. 201 pp. £80.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781785279577
Authors: Jocelyn Chey
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The New Motivation and Dilemma of China's Soft Power in the Age of Noopolitik” by Zheng Li.
26. Title: Power and Restraint in China's Rise Chin-Hao Huang. New York: Columbia University Press, 2022. 216 pp. $140.00; £117.00 (hbk). ISBN 9780231204644
Authors: Niv Horesh
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Power and Restraint in China's Rise” by Chin-Hao Huang. 
27. Title: Mainland China's Taiwan Policy: From Peaceful Development to Selective Engagement Xin Qiang. London and New York: Routledge, 2022. 138 pp. £35.99 (pbk). ISBN 9780367756307
Authors: Nien-chung Chang-Liao
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Mainland China's Taiwan Policy: From Peaceful Development to Selective Engagement” by Xin Qiang.
28. Title: Ugandan Agency within China–Africa Relations: President Museveni and China's Foreign Policy in East Africa Barney Walsh. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2022. 205 pp. £21.99 (pbk). ISBN 9781350255470
Authors: Hang (Ayo) Zhou
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Ugandan Agency within China–Africa Relations: President Museveni and China's Foreign Policy in East Africa” by Barney Walsh.
29. Title: Study Gods: How the New Chinese Elite Prepare for Global Competition Yi-Lin Chiang. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2022. 265 pp. $27.95 (pbk). ISBN 9780691210483
Authors: Zachary M. Howlett
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Study Gods: How the New Chinese Elite Prepare for Global Competition” by Yi-Lin Chiang.
30. Title: Migrant Workers’ Education in China: Changing Discourses and Practices Fusheng Jia. London: Bloomsbury Publishing, 2022. 191 pp. £90.00. $108.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781350170728
Authors: Miao Li
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Migrant Workers’ Education in China: Changing Discourses and Practices” by Fusheng Jia.
31. Title: Violent Intimacy: Family Harmony, State Stability, and Intimate Partner Violence in Post-Socialist China Tiantian Zheng. London: Bloomsbury Publishing, 2022. 209 pp. $21.99 (pbk). ISBN 9781350263420
Authors: Ke Li
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Violent Intimacy: Family Harmony, State Stability, and Intimate Partner Violence in Post-Socialist China” by Tiantian Zheng.
32. Title: Re-enchanting Modernity: Ritual Economy and Society in Wenzhou, China Mayfair Mei-hui Yang. Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2020. 374 pp. $29.95 (pbk). ISBN 9781478008279
Authors: Man Guo
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Re-enchanting Modernity: Ritual Economy and Society in Wenzhou, China” by Mayfair Yang.
33. Title: Memory Making in Folk Epics of China: The Intimate and the Local in Chinese Regional Culture Anne E. McLaren. New York: Cambria Press, 2022. 360 pp. $119.99 (hbk). ISBN 9781621966654
Authors: Fei-wen Liu
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Memory Making in Folk Epics of China: The Intimate and the Local in Chinese Regional Culture” by Anne E. McLaren.
34. Title: Hong Kong Takes Flight: Commercial Aviation and the Making of a Global Hub, 1930s–1998 John D. Wong. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2022. 339 pp. $60.00; £52.95; €54.95 (hbk). ISBN 9780674278264
Authors: Florence Mok
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Hong Kong Takes Flight: Commercial Aviation and the Making of a Global Hub, 1930s–1998” by John D. Wong.
35. Title: The Chinese Revolution on the Tibetan Frontier Benno Weiner. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2020. 312 pp. $45.95 (hbk). ISBN 9781501749391
Authors: Dáša Pejchar Mortensen
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Chinese Revolution on the Tibetan Frontier” by Benno Weiner.
36. Title: Music as Mao's Weapon: Remembering the Cultural Revolution Lei X. Ouyang. Urbana, Chicago and Springfield: University of Illinois Press, 2022. xvii + 198 pp. $28.00 (pbk). ISBN 9780252086212
Authors: Andreas Steen
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Music as Mao's Weapon: Remembering the Cultural Revolution” by Lei X. Ouyang.
37. Title: Agents of Subversion: The Fate of John T. Downey and the CIA's Covert War in China John Delury. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2022, 397 pp. $34.95 (hbk). ISBN 9781501765971
Authors: Stephen R. MacKinnon
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Agents of Subversion: The Fate of John T. Downey and the CIA's Covert War in China” by John Delury.
38. Title: Canada and China: A Fifty-Year Journey B. Michael Frolic. Toronto, Buffalo and London: University of Toronto Press, 2022. xii + 442 pp. CAD$42.95 (pbk). ISBN 9781487540883
Authors: Kim Richard Nossal
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Canada and China: A Fifty-Year Journey” by B. Michael Frolic.
