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1. Title: Decentralized central banks: Political ideology and the Federal Reserve System of regional banks
Authors: Caitlin Ainsley
Abstract: This article examines the politics of the Federal Reserve System of regional banks. While regional banks have long lacked meaningful influence over monetary policy, their leadership stands to provide a base of elite support for the Federal Reserve. To serve this role effectively, however, regional bank leadership must reflect the ideological diversity of political elites. This article provides the first quantitative empirical analysis of the ideological composition of the regional banking system, introducing a novel data set of all regional bank directors serving from 1980 to 2015 and linking each individual to a measure of political ideology derived from campaign finance contributions. With these data, I examine the degree to which regional banks are ideologically aligned with the districts and industries they are assigned to represent. The results highlight a new function for the decentralized central banking system and opportunity to address declining levels of public confidence in the Fed.
2. Title: Bridging the citizen gap: Bureaucratic representation and knowledge linkage in (international) public administration
Authors: Steffen Eckhard
Abstract: Bureaucratic representation theory holds that civil servants are not “neutral” in a Weberian sense. Bureaucrats are thought to “actively” represent their communities by trying to make them better off. This article proposes an alternative understanding of individual behavior in representation that emphasizes knowledge sharing instead of patronage, but leads to similar outcomes: Their societal background provides officials with advanced social knowledge about the group(s) they represent, including both informational knowledge (facts about culture, history, politics) and relational knowledge (how people interact). Bureaucratic knowledge linkage is the process of sharing information and managing relations internally and with citizens. An extreme case serves to illustrate knowledge linkage empirically: Survey data from an international organization yield high levels of knowledge asymmetries within staff bodies and subsequent observation of knowledge linkage mechanisms. In generalizing findings, the risks (knowledge distortions) and benefits (attaining public value) of knowledge linkage are discussed for both international and domestic administrations.
3. Title: Everyday illiberalism: How Hungarian subnational politics propel single‐party dominance
Authors: Laura Jakli, Matthew Stenberg
Abstract: While numerous studies consider the roles that media consolidation, court‐packing, and economic crises have played in Hungary's democratic decline since 2010, none have considered the subnational mechanisms driving illiberalism. This study examines the types of subnational procedural tinkering that propel illiberalism by reducing local capacity for institutional resilience. Specifically, we trace how the right‐wing Fidesz‐KDNP government implemented subnational constraints to prevent the reemergence of a viable political opposition by (a) limiting opportunities for political contestation and (b) reducing oversight of the governing coalition. We employ a multimethod approach, pairing systematic document analysis of city council rules and regulations in Hungary's 27 largest municipalities with 26 in‐depth elite interviews across five Hungarian regional cities with mayors, councilmembers, and local leaders of each major political party. In contrast to a large literature on subnational democratic resilience, we examine how subnational maneuvers can enable single‐party consolidation and exacerbate authoritarian tendencies in declining democracies.
4. Title: “What isn't in the files, isn't in the world”: Understanding state ignorance of irregular migration in Germany and the United Kingdom
Authors: Christina Boswell, Elisabeth Badenhoop
Abstract: While there is extensive literature on states and knowledge, there has been little focus on state ignorance: instances where states are identified as lacking knowledge relevant to addressing social problems. We present the first systematic analysis of how states perceive and respond to ignorance, developing a typology of responses (denial, resignation, and elucidation). We test and refine the typology through analyzing state ignorance of unauthorized migration in Germany and the UK, 1990–2006. Public authorities in both countries responded to ignorance through both denial and resignation. However, variations in control infrastructures and bureaucratic cultures meant that “resignation” took distinct forms. In the UK, pragmatism about the limitations of state capacity implied that officials were sanguine about their “ignorance,” with pressure emanating from external political scrutiny. In Germany, by contrast, officials faced an acute conflict between bureaucratic and legal norms of the rule of law, and constraints to enforcement. Both cases reveal profound state ambivalence about elucidating social problems over which they have limited control.
5. Title: Contentious welfare: The Kurdish conflict and social policy as counterinsurgency in Turkey
Authors: Çağrı Yoltar, Erdem Yörük
Abstract: The period since the 1990s has witnessed the expanding political influence of the Kurdish movement across the country as well as a transformation in the welfare system, manifesting itself mainly in the emergence of extensive social assistance programs. While Turkish social assistance policy has been formally neutral regarding who is entitled to state aid, Kurds have been de facto singled out by these new welfare programs, as is shown by existing quantitative work. Based on a discourse analysis of legislation, parliamentary proceedings, and news media, this article examines the ways in which Turkish governments and policymakers consider the Kurdish question in designing welfare policies. We illustrate that Kurdish mobilization has become a central theme that informed the transformation of Turkish welfare system over the past three decades.
6. Title: Policy venue preference and relative trust in government in federal systems
Authors: Suzanne Leland, Jacqueline Chattopadhyay, Cherie Maestas, Jaclyn Piatak
Abstract: This article defines a concept of relative trust—the gap between trust in different levels of government in a federalist system—and examines whether it influences public attitudes about which level of government holds authority in specific policy domains. While scholars have explored how trust in government affects political systems from a national perspective, little is known about how trust influences multitiered government systems in which public trust levels differ for national versus subnational governments. This article finds that greater relative trust in the state versus national level of government is associated with support for devolution in several policy areas where governing authority is shared: unemployment, health care, environmental policy, and food safety regulation. The implication is that relative trust shapes public preferences about policy centralization or decentralization and provides an individual‐level mechanism through which windows of opportunity open for changes in the allocation of policy authority.
7. Title: Proximity and distance: Think tanks handling the independence paradox
Authors: Katarzyna Jezierska, Adrienne Sörbom
Abstract: The credibility of think tanks is grounded in their image as independent experts. In order to gain authority to act, think tanks must be seen as independent, but in order to exert influence and gain funding, think tanks are forced to compromise this independent image. We focus on how think tanks handle this independence paradox. How do think tanks use different resources to construct an independent image? The aim of the article is conceptual, as we develop a theoretical model of the independence paradox. This conceptual work is based on empirical analysis of attempts by think tanks in Poland and Sweden to create independence while maintaining influence. The two desirables central for think tanks, independence and influence, force them to make strategic choices about their relations with various actors. We conclude that the processes of keeping distance and arranging proximity are at the core of the independence paradox.
8. Title: How global performance assessments shape attitudes toward government decision‐making: Survey experimental evidence
Authors: Emmerich Davies, Thomas Gift, Carlos X. Lastra‐Anadón
Abstract: Global Performance Assessments (GPAs), which rank countries on a range of policy areas, can encourage domestic demands for policy reform. Yet can they also affect at what level of government—local or national—citizens want reform to take place? We theorize that, by emphasizing how countries fare relative to others, GPAs prompt citizens to view domestic policy underperformance as a “national problem requiring national solutions.” This increases calls for vesting policymaking authority in the hands of central governments. We argue that this effect should be most salient when underperformance is presented as a threat to a country's security because it induces citizens to “rally ‘round the flag.” To test our theory, we field an original survey experiment in the United States using fictitious news articles manipulating both the source of performance monitoring information and how it is presented. In line with our prediction, respondents are most likely to demand policy centralization when underperformance is framed using GPAs and citizens are primed to think of low scores as a threat to their country's security. These results indicate that GPAs could eventually increase calls for expanding the purview of national‐level politicians over policymaking.
9. Title: Out but in. The reconfiguration of American health policy expertise and the advent of a “peri‐administration” (1970–2010)
Authors: Ulrike Lepont
Abstract: This article shows that, in the health policy sector, an infrastructure of expertise external to the state has developed in the United States from the 1970s on, representing a reserve of health‐care specialists in many ways comparable to a specialized, high‐level civil service. Decision makers can delve into that pool of experts when looking for advice, or to find loyal and competent managers to fill administrative positions. By identifying this infrastructure as a “peri‐administration,” this article links up with a recent line of thinking on the American State that reconsiders the classical interpretative frames proposed by the Weberian model. The article examines the contribution of this category of policy experts to the evolution of the policy framework and shows how they were instrumental in narrowing the alternatives available in U.S. health‐care policy from the 1970s to the Affordable Care Act of 2010.
10. Title: Shock the system: Emergency powers and political capacity
Authors: Ali Fisunoğlu, Bryan Rooney
Abstract: States that grant their leaders extraordinary powers in times of emergency do so to protect the nation against dramatic shocks. Implicit in this choice is the assumption that the government will better retain its capacity when confronted with an emergency situation if the leader can invoke emergency powers. This remains an untested proposition. In this article, we challenge this assumption and argue that the relationship between emergency powers and political capacity depends on both the nature of the emergency itself and the type of capacity in question. We find that emergency powers better allow the government to extract resources from the public during periods of emergency. However, it is only in national political emergencies where these resources are well allocated. After extra‐territorial emergencies, increased emergency power strength leads to inefficient government allocation. This suggests that emergency powers are not a panacea guarding against the ills of crisis.
11. Title: Public sector corruption and perceived government performance in transition
Authors: Tima T. Moldogaziev PhD, Cheol Liu PhD
Abstract: We offer evidence that public sector corruption has an inverse association with evaluations of performance at both the local and central government levels. Consistent with ex ante expectations, perceptions of corruption among local government officials are directly and negatively related to performance evaluations at the local government level and relatively less so at the central government level. Conversely, perceptions of corruption among overall government officials have a stronger negative association with performance evaluations of central governments relative to performance evaluations of local governments. These results confirm that individual evaluations of public sector corruption affect perceived government performance evaluations, with local–local, local–central, central–local, and central–central level variances. Regressions by country groups—such as European Union membership, or geographic clusters, such as Southeastern Balkan or the former Soviet Union states—continue to support the core findings with one caveat. Results from two‐level random intercepts and slopes regression models show that the negative association between perceived corruption and government performance evaluation is weaker in contexts with relatively higher levels of public corruption.
12. Title: Democracy promotion and electoral quality: A disaggregated analysis
Authors: Carie A. Steele, Daniel Pemstein, Stephen A. Meserve
Abstract: The international community spends significant sums of money on democracy promotion, focusing especially on producing competitive and transparent electoral environments. In theory, aid empowers a variety of actors, increasing competition and government responsiveness. We argue that to fully understand the effect of aid on democratization one must consider how democracy aid affects specific country institutions. Building on theory from the democratization and democracy promotion literature, we specify more precise causal linkages between democracy assistance and elections. Specifically, we hypothesize about the effects of democracy aid on the implementation and quality of elections. Building on canonical work, we test these hypotheses, using V‐Dem's detailed elections measures to examine the impact of democracy aid. Intriguingly, we find that there is no consistent relationship between democracy and governance aid and the improvement of disaggregated indicators of election quality, but aggregate measures still capture a relationship. We suggest that current evidence is more consistent with election‐enhancing aid following democratization than with democratization following such aid.
13. Title: Kingdon's multiple streams approach in new political contexts: Consolidation, configuration, and new findings
Authors: Daniel D. Shephard, Anne Ellersiek, Johannes Meuer, Christian Rupietta, Ruth Mayne, Paul Cairney
Abstract: There is a need to conduct more diverse cross‐case analyses in the Multiple Streams Approach (MSA) literature which originated in the United States, to show how key concepts, such as a windows‐of‐opportunity and the role of policy entrepreneurs, manifest in different political contexts. We apply Qualitative Comparative Analysis for a cross‐case analysis of a unique dataset representing 20 countries from four continents. This approach allows us to highlight distinct pathways to influencing policies. We identify four configurations for expanding civic spaces and two configurations for changing policies. We identify three findings novel to MSA: there are two distinctive policy entrepreneur roles involving local and international civil society actors; effective entrepreneurship is conditional on strengthening civic voice and creating civic space conducive to advocacy; and, therefore, effective entrepreneurs often must focus on expanding the civic space to discuss policy problems and the technical and political feasibility of policy solutions.
14. Title: Keeping control of regulation? Domestic constraints on the creation of independent authorities in emerging and developing economies
Authors: Christel Koop, Philip Kessler
Abstract: Regulatory independence has become an international norm over the past decades. Yet, governments in some emerging and developing economies have eschewed the model. We argue that this outcome is shaped by the domestic institutional context; in particular, authoritarianism and traditions of state control over the economy. Analyzing new data on the adoption and operation of independent competition authorities between 1990 and 2017, we find that authoritarianism and, to some extent, state‐led economic traditions negatively affect formal adoption. By contrast, these institutional constraints do not have much impact on the start of the operations, which seems to be driven primarily by capacity and economic need. Our findings shed light on domestic institutional constraints on the spread of international norms and the limits of “regulatory transplants” in the Global South.
15. Title: What happens to growth when a long‐term political leader leaves office?
Authors: Ivar Kolstad
Abstract: We analyze the economic performance of countries after a multi‐decade political ruler, defined as having been in office 20 or more years, loses power. For 37 countries experiencing such an end‐of‐reign event in the period 1971–2005, we use an event study approach to compare growth in the decade following the event with growth in pre‐event periods. The results show that event countries have below average growth in the year a long‐term political leader leaves office and that cumulative growth in the ensuing decade at best matches and at worst falls significantly short of pre‐event growth levels. Growth contractions are no different following irregular transitions than after regular transitions, suggesting our results are not explained by inadvertent post‐reign turmoil. Our results instead suggest that post‐event contractions may be shaped by deliberate efforts by long‐term leaders to concentrate power while in office and poison the post‐reign economic or political environment.
以下是书评：
16. Title: China goes green: Coercive environmentalism for a troubled planet
Authors: Jessica C. Teets
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China goes green: Coercive environmentalism for a troubled planet” by Li Yifei and Shapiro.
17. Title: Governance and the European social dimension: Politics, power and the social deficit in a post‐2010 EU
Authors: Vincenzo Maccarrone
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Governance and the European social dimension: Politics, power and the social deficit in a post‐2010 EU” by Copeland Pau.
18. Title: Constitutional idolatry and democracy: Challenging the infatuation with writtenness
Authors: James R. Zink
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Constitutional idolatry and democracy: Challenging the infatuation with writtenness” by Jones Brian.
19. Title: The narrow corridor: States, societies, and the fate of liberty
Authors: Brendan McElroy
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The narrow corridor: States, societies, and the fate of liberty” by Daron Acemoglu.
20. Title: Developing global leaders: Insights from African case studies
Authors: Felix Kiruthu
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Developing global leaders: Insights from African case studies” by Eva Jordans, Bettina Ng’weno and Helen Spencer-Oatey.
21. Title: The politics industry: How political innovation can break partisan gridlock and save our democracy
Authors: Jack Santucci
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The politics industry: How political innovation can break partisan gridlock and save our democracy” by Katherine M. Gehl, Michael E. Porter.
22. Title: The prosperity paradox: How innovation can lift nations out of poverty
Authors: Sangaralingam Ramesh
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The prosperity paradox: How innovation can lift nations out of poverty” by Clayton M. Christensen, Efosa Ojomo and Karen Dillon.
